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2021 yilinda aramizdan ayrilan,

engin tarih bilgisi ile bizlere 151k tutarak
Bathonea kazilarinda ¢ok katkisi bulunan
Sayin Hakan Murat Akin’a
saygilarimizla...

In honor of Hakan Murat Akin (R.I.P.
in 2021), who had made enormous
contributions to the Bathonea excavations

with his vast historical knowledge...
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Kucukcekmece Gol Havzasi
Arkeolojik Arastirma Tarihi

History of Archaeological Research at
KlucUk¢cekmece Lake Basin

Ayberk ENEZ*

Ozet

Auvcilar ve Kiigiikgekmece ilgeleri arasinda kalan Kiigiikgekmece G6l Havzasi verimli yerlesim alanlari ve
korunakli dogal yapust ile tarih boyunca insanlara ev sahipligi yapmis bir alandir. Bu alanda yaklasik yiiz
elli yildir siiren arastirma faaliyetleri ile bir ¢ok yerlesim noktasi tespit edilmistir. Bugiin hala aktif olarak
stirdiirtilen Kiigiikcekmece G6l Havzasi Bathonea Kazilar1 bolgede yiiriitiilen tek bilimsel kazi iken, diger
kurtarma kazilarindan elde edilen bilgiler de havzanin ge¢miste ne denli yogun bir kullanim altinda oldu-
gunu ortaya koymaktadir. Sunulan ¢aligmada tiim bu arastirma tarihi hakkinda bilgiler verilmis, bolgenin
arkeolojisi biitiinciil bir yaklagimla incelenmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler:
Firuzkdy Yarimadasi, Kiigiikgekmece Golii, Yarimburgaz, Rhegion.

Abstract

Between Avcilar and Kiigiikgekmece districts, Kiiclikgekmece lake basin is an area that has hosted people
throughout the history with efficient settlements and sheltered natural structure. In this area, many settle-
ments have been identified with research activities lasting about a hundred and fifty years. Today, it is still an
active project Kiiciikkcekmece lake basin Bathonea Excavations are the only scientific excavation carried out
in the region. The information obtained from other recovery excavations also reveals that the basin is under
an intense use of in the past. In our study, all this research date was informed, the opportunity to undertstand
the region with a holistic approach.

Keywords:
Firuzkdy Peninsula, Kiigiikcekmece Lake, Yarimburgaz, Rhegion.

GIRiS

Kiiciik¢ekmece Golii ve Havzasi
Kiigilkcekmece Go6l Havzasi, Istanbul’un sehir
merkezinin 22 km batisinda yer alan Kii¢likgek-
mece GoOli'niin giliney ve gilineybatida Avcilar,

*  Dt., Kocaeli Universitesi, Orcid No: 0000-0003-4918-3904,
ayberkenez@gmail.com

INTRODUCTION

Kiigiikcekmece Lake And Basin
Kigiikgekmece Lake Basin, 22 km west of Istan-
bul’s city center, Kiiciikkgekmece lake is a geograp-
hical area surrounded by Avcilar, Kiiciikgekmece

*  Dt., Kocaeli University, Orcid ID: 0000-0003-4918-3904, ay-
berkenez@gmail.com
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doguda Kiigiikgekmece ve kuzeyde Basaksehir
ilgeleri tarafindan gevrelenmis cografi alani ifade
etmektedir.

Kiiciikgekmece Goli Kuaterner Dénem’de olu-
san bir ¢okiintli alam olarak Marmara Denizi’nin
bir koyu iken, kumul birikmesi sonucunda bir set
g6lii haline gelmistir.! Son bigimini, MO 9000’ den
MO 6000’e kadar gegen siirede gergeklesen Akde-
niz’in seviyesinin yiikselmesi sonucu Canakkale
Bogazi’nm, Marmara Denizi’nin ve Istanbul Bo-
gaz1’nin yikselmesi ile birlikte almigtir.? Olusum
acisindan kiy1 kordonu tipinde olan gol, yaklagik
olarak 16 km?’lik bir alan kaplamaktadir.® G6liin
kuzeyinde yer alan kireg tas1 karstik olusumlarda
Sazlidere suyunun agindirmasiyla Sazlidere Vadisi
olugmus ve bdlgenin en eski yerlesiminin izlerinin
tespit edildigi Yarimburgaz Magarasi bu alanda
ortaya ¢ikmuisgtir.

Eskinoz Deresi, Sazlidere ve Nakkas Dere tarafin-
dan beslenen bu verimli konumda tarih boyunca
yerlesildigi goriilen alanlar arkeolojik c¢aligmalar
ile saptanmistir (Sek.1). Bu ¢alismalar ¢ogu kez
kurtarma kazis1 seklinde ve bilimsel arkeolojik
kazi projesi seklinde yiiriitiilmistiir. Sunulan galis-
ma kapsaminda Kiigiikcekmece Go6lii’nde yapilan
bu arastirmalara kronolojik olarak yer verilecektir.

Yarimburgaz Magarasi Calismalar:
Kiigiikgekmece Goli’niin  kuzeyinde Sazlidere
Vadisi iizerinde yer alan Yarimburgaz Magara-
s1, ilk olarak Macarli Miralay Dr. Abdullah Bey
tarafindan 1869-1870 yillarinda jeolojik acidan
incelenmistir.* Bu inceleme sirasinda Prehistorik
Donem’e ait bulgularin tespitinin yapilmasi miim-
kiin olmasa da, giris kisimda yer alan sapel ayrin-
tilt bigimde tarif edilmistir.’ 1901 yilinda Rabius
Bousquet bilimsel bir makale ile magara ve ¢evre-
sini incelemis, sapeli tekrar ele almistir.* Raymond
Hovasse ve G. E. Hubbard tarafindan jeolojik ola-
rak arastirilirken’, magaranin tarih 6ncesi yerlesi-
me uygun olabilecegini ilk kez Raymond Hovasse
1927 yilinda dile getirmistir.?

Biricik 2013: 20.
Ozdogan 2013: 208.
Hosgoren 1994: 22.
Abdullah-Bey 1874: 19.
Siram 2012: 124.
Bousquet 1900: 296.
Hubbard 1932: 321-328.
Hovasse 1927.
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and Basaksehir districts.

Kiiciikgekmece Lake has become an lake after a
depression area in the quaternary period, as a re-
sult of the accumulation of sand dune from Mar-
mara Sea.! Has taken its final form along with the
rise of the Mediterranean at AD 6000.> The lake,
which is a type of coastal cord, covers an area of
approximately 16 km?.? The Yarimburgaz Cave in
which the oldest settlement marks of the region
were found in this area.

The lake is fed by the Eskinoz, Sazlidere and Nak-
kas streams. In this fertile land, the areas where
it is settled throughout history were found to be
archaeological studies (Fig. 1). These studies were
often carried out in the form of rescue excavations
and the scientific archaeological excavation pro-
jects. In the scope of our article, these research in
Kiigliikgekmece lake will be included in chrono-
logical place.

Yarimburgaz Cave Research

Yarimburgaz Cave where located on the Sazlide-
re valley at the north of Kiigclikgekmece lake, was
first discovered by the Miralay Dr. Abdullah Bey,
it was investigated geologically by in 1869-1870.
Although it was not possible to make prehistoric
determinations during this examination, he descri-
bed the chapel in the entrance section in detail.> In
1901, Rabius Bousquet examined the cave and its
surroundings and redefined the monastery.® While
being geologically explored by Raymond Hovas-
se and G. E. Hubbard’, R. Hovasse first stated in
1927 that the cave might be suitable for prehistoric

settlement.®

The first archaeological scientific studies were
carried out between 1959-1965 with the leaders-
hip of Sevket Aziz Kansu and the team consisting
of Ismail Kilig Kokten and Necati Dolunay. The
scientific excavation of Yarimburgaz was carried
out for the second time by Mehmet Ozdogan in
the cave, which was left unattended and destro-

Biricik 2013: 20.

Ozdogan 2013: 208.

Hosgoren 1994: 22.

Abdullah-Bey 1874: 19.

Siram 2012: 124

6  See also; Bousquet 1900: 295-302.
See also; Hubbard 1932: 321-328.
8  See also; Hovasse 1927.
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Arkeolojik agidan yiiriitiilen ilk bilimsel ¢alig-
malar Sevket Aziz Kansu liderliginde ve Ismail
Kilig Kokten ve Necati Dolunay’dan olusan ekip
ile 1959-1965 yillan arasinda gergeklestirilmis-
tir. Yaklagik yirmi yillik bir siire boyunca basibos
bir bigimde birakilan ve tahrip olan magarada
Prof. Dr. Mehmet Ozdogan tarafindan ikinci kez
bilimsel Yarimburgaz Kazisi1 gergeklestirilmistir.
Son olarak ise 1988-1990 yillar1 arasinda Prof.
Dr. Giiven Arsebiik ve F. Clark Howell tarafin-
dan calismalar yiiriitiilmistiir. Biitiin bu ¢aligma-
lar sonucunda magaranin Paleolitik Dénem’den
(GO 400.000) Kalkolitik Dénem’e kadar insan
yasamina ev sahipligi yaptig1® sonrasinda da Bi-
zans Donemi’nde dini bir kompleks olarak kul-
lanildig1 goriilmiistiir (Sek. 2). Bu sebeple bol-
gemizin, Istanbul’un ve hatta Avrupa’ya dogru
giden insan hareketinin izlerinin goriildiigii en
eski yerlesimdir. Bununla birlikte bolgedeki ya-
pilan en eski arkeolojik arastirmalardan biridir.
Son yillarda ITA (Istanbul Tarihéncesi Arastir-
malari) kapsaminda onceden ¢aligilan alanlarda
ve kagak kazi yapilan boliimlerde yeni buluntu-
lar ele ge¢gmis'®, 2021 yilinda magara ekipleri ile
birlikte yiiriitiilen ¢aligmalarda ise yeni galeriler
tespit edilmigtir.!

Kiigiikcekmece Golii Etrafindaki Oncii
Arastirmalar

Kigilikgekmece Golii yakinlarinda eski eser kalin-
tilart oldugunu belirtilen en eski 6rnek, 1555 y1-
linda bir elgilik heyeti ile Istanbul’a gelen Alman
H. Dernschwam’in déniisiinde notlarinda belirt-
tigi stitun pargalaridir.’> Osmanli Dénemi arsiv-
lerinde yapilan tarama calismalarinda, 1800°li
yillardan itibaren gdlde eski eser aranmasi ile il-
gili belgelere ulagilmistir. Bu belgelerde; Kiigiik-
cekmece’de Asar-1 Atika (eski eser) arama izni
verilen Mustafa Afer Efendi’nin 6liimii ve ortagi
Markar Efendi’nin yeni izin alip alamayacagi ko-
nularinin incelenmesine (1876 yilinda) (Sek. 3),
Alibey Ciftligi’nin arama igin izin verilen saha
icerisinde olup olmadigina (1877 yilinda) ve Rus
manastir adamlarinin Kiigiikgekmece’de bulunan
antika eserleri ¢calmak istedigine (1907 yilinda)

9  Arsebiik 1996: 39.

10 Aydingiin 2016: 217-230.

11 2021 yilinda yapilan yiizey arastirmasi sonuglari, T.C. Kiiltir
ve Turizm Bakanligi Anitlar ve Miizeler Genel Miidiirliigii biinye-
sinde diizenlenen Arastirma Sonuglar: Toplantilar: kapsaminda ya-
yinlanacaktir.

12 Dernshwaw 1923: 28-29, 241.

KlcUkcekmece GOl Havzasi Arkeolojik Arastirma Tarihi
History of Archaeological Research at KlglUkcekmece Lake Basin

yed for a period of approximately twenty years.
Finally, between the years of 1988-1990 studies
were carried out by Prof. Dr. Giiven Arsebiik and
F. Clark Howell. As a result of all these studies,
the cave has been home to human life from the
Paleolithic period (c.400,000) to the Chalcolithic
period.’ Afterwards, it was seen that it was used as
a religious complex during the Byzantine period
(Fig. 2). For this reason, it is the oldest settlement
in our region, Istanbul and even Europe, where
traces of human movement can be seen. Howe-
ver, it is one of the oldest archaeological studies
in the region. In recent years, new finds have been
found in previously studied areas and sections of
illegal excavations within the scope of ITA (Is-
tanbul Prehistoric Studies)."” New galleries were
identified in the works carried out with the cave
teams in 2021 fieldworks."

Pioneering Research Around Kiiciikcekmece
Lake

The oldest example, which is stated to be the re-
mains of ancient artifacts near Kii¢iikcekmece
lake, is the column fragments mentioned in the
notes of the German H. Dernschwam, who came
to Istanbul in 1555 with an embassy delegation.
Documents related to the search for antiquities in
1800’s around the lake were found in the Ottoman
archives. In these documents, there is information
about Mustafa Afer Efendi, who was given a sear-
ch permission for Asar-1 Atika (ancient artifact) in
Kiiciikgekmece (the year of 1876) (Fig. 2). Also
there are documents'® about The Russian monas-
tery men wanted to steal the antiques found in Kii-
clikgekmece (the year of 1907).

When we examine the archives of the Republican
Era, in a document sent to the Turkish Historical
Society by the Republican People’s Party secreta-
riat, it was reported that the cultural assets around
Kiiciikgekmece were destroyed by the villagers
(the year of 1937) (Fig. 3). In response to this
letter, we learn that in the same year, Arif Miifid
Mansel, Assistant Director of the Istanbul Archa-
eological Museum, was assigned by the Turkish

9  Arsebiik 1996: 39.

10  See also; Aydingiin 2016: 217-230.

11 The results of the survey conducted in 2021 will be published
within the scope of the Research Results Meetings of Ministry.

12 Dernshwaw 1923: 241.

13 See Ottomon Archive (Y.PRK. ASK. 249.95.001)
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dair kaynaklara®® ulagilmustir.

Cumhuriyet Donemi arsivlerini inceledigimizde
ise Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi sekreterligi tarafindan
Tiirk Tarih Kurumu’na gonderilen bir belgede,
Kiigiikgekmece civarinda bulunan kiiltiir varlikla-
rimin koyliiler tarafindan tahrip edilmesi ile ilgili
notlar tespit edilmistir (1937 yilinda) (Sek. 4). Bu
yaziya cevaben aym yil, Tiirk Tarih Kurumu tara-
findan Istanbul Arkeoloji Miizesi Yardimc1 Direk-
torii Arif Miifid Mansel’in ilgili eserleri kurtarmak
icin gorevlendirildigini 6grenmekteyiz (Sek. 5).
1940-1941 yillan arasinda yiiriitillen ¢aligmalar-
da Rhegion’un ilk donem kazilar1 gerceklestiril-
mis ve 1942 yilinda Belleten adli bilimsel dergide
yayinlanmisgtir.'* Giiniimiizde bu alan 1. derece sit
tescili bulunmasina ragmen yeterince korunama-
mustir. Uzerinde temelsiz yapi gruplari olup siitun
pargalar1 hala bos alanlarda durmaktadir (Sek. 6).

2014 yilinda Kiigiikgekmece nin girisine yakin bir
bolgede, Marmaray Projesi kapsaminda kazi ¢alig-
malan yiiriitiiliirken kiiltiir varhiklan saptanmis ve
kazilar arkeolojik kurtarma kazi projesine doniis-
miistiir. Bu kazilar yaklagik 320 m x 25 m’lik bir
alanda gerceklestirilmis ve yapi kompleksleri ortaya
cikarilmugtir. Kiigiik buluntular ve mimarinin 6zel-
likleri birlikte degerlendirildiginde, yapilarin MS 5.
- 6. yiizyillara tarihlendirildigi goriilmektedir.'> Ca-
ligmalar sonrasinda bu yapi gruplari, istasyon altina
kalarak erigelemez hale gelmistir (Sek. 7). Yapilan
bilimsel yayinlar oldukg¢a smirl kalmustir.

Halkah Ziraat Ciftligi (Sabahattin Zaim
Universitesi Yerleskesi) Kazisi

Istanbul Halkali’da, eski Ziraat Mektebi arazisi
iizerinde Istanbul Sabahattin Zaim Universitesi
Yerleskesi’nin insaat ¢aligmalart sirasinda'®, Bi-
zans Donemi’ne tarihlenen ii¢ nefli kilise, depo-
lama ve islik alanlar1 ortaya cikartilmigtir.'” Gii-
niimiizde bu alan iizeri Ortiilmemis halde ve sit
olarak korunmaktadir (Sek. 8).

Halkah Nakkas Dere Yapisi
Istanbul Halkali’da, Halkali Giimriigii’niin bati-
sinda, Nakkas Dere’nin Kiigiikcekmece Golii’ne

13 Bkz: Basbakanlik Osmanli Arsivi (Y.PRK. ASK. 249.95.001)
14 Ogan 1939: 438; Ayrica bkz: Ogan - Mansel 1942: 1-36.
15 Asal 2015: 276.

16  https://parselsorgu.tkgm.gov.tr/#ara/cogra-
1i/41.03171529379291/28.783482313156128

17  Canan - Aydin 2021: 440.

Historical Society to save the relevant artifacts
(Fig. 5). The first period of archaeological exca-
vations of Rhegion was carried out between 1940-
1941. It was subsequently published in a scientific
journal, which was Belleten, in 1942."* Today, this
area has not been adequately protected, although
there is a 1* protection area. There are unfounded
building groups on it, and the column pieces are
still in the empty spaces (Fig. 6).

In 2014, while the excavations were carried out
within the scope of the Marmaray Project in a
region close to the entrance of Kiigiikgekmece,
cultural assets were identified and the excavations
turned into an archaeological rescue project. Du-
ring these excavations, excavations were carried
out in an area of approximately 320 m x 25 m and
building complexes were unearthed. When the
small finds and architectural features are evaluated
together, it is seen that it is dated to 5% - 6™ centu-
ries AD.!S After the works, these building groups
remained under the train station and became inac-
cessible (Fig. 7). Scientific publications have been
very limited.

Halkah Farm (Sabahattin Zaim University
Campus) Excavation

A three-nave church, storage and workshop areas
dating to the Byzantine period were unearthed'
during the construction works of Istanbul Saba-
hattin Zaim University Campus!” on the former
Agricultural School land in Istanbul. Today, this
area has been left as a site without being covered

(Fig. 8).

Halkali-Nakkas Stream Structure

A 25 x 70 m wide building group was unearthed
in Istanbul Halkali, west of Halkali Customs, very
close to the point where Nakkas Stream flow into
Kiiciikgekmece lake (Fig. 9). The building group
has been dated to the Late Roman - Early Byzan-
tine periods according to its architectural features
and ceramic finds. In the area whose use is thought
to be related to the existing stream, part of the wall
is very well preserved (Fig. 10). In addition, pipes
seen at different location form the water infrastru-

14 Ogan 1939 : 438, See also: Ogan - Mansel 1942: 1-36.
15 Asal 2015: 276.

16 Canan - Aydin 2021: 440.

17  https://parselsorgu.tkgm.gov.tr/#ara/cogra-
1i/41.03171529379291/28.783482313156128



dokiildiigii noktaya ¢ok yakin bir konumda, 25 x
70 m genisliginde bir yapt grubu ortaya ¢ikaril-
mistir (Sek. 8). Yap1 grubu mimari dzelliklerine ve
elde edilen seramik buluntulara gére Ge¢ Roma
- Erken Bizans Donemleri’ne tarihlendirilmistir.
Kullaniminin mevcut dere ile iligkili oldugu dii-
stiniilen alanda, duvarin bir bolimii ¢ok iyi korun-
mustur (Sek. 10). Ayrica farkli noktalarda goriilen
kiinkler de yapinin su altyapisint olugturmakta-
dir."® Yap1 grubu 2017 yilinda 1. derece sit statiisii-
ne alinmistir. 2022 yili itibari ile halen iizeri agik
halde oldugu goriilmektedir.

Tahtakale Kurtarma Kazilar1 (Spradon?)
Istanbul, Avcilar Ilgesi Tahtakale Mahallesi smirlar
igerisinde, TEM" otoyolunun kuzeyinde bulunan
alan 1980’lerden itibaren yogun yapilagma goriilen
bir bolgedir. Etrafi toplu konut projeleri ile gevre-
lenmistir. Bu alanda yiiriitiilen kaz1 ¢aligmalarinda
cok sayida mezar ortya ¢ikartilmistir. Buradan ¢ikan
insan kemikleri bilimsel yayimlar ile bilim diinyasi-
na tanitilmistir® Mimari plastik olarak tanimlanan
malzemeler arazide dagimik olarak ele gegmistir.
Bu nedenle su ana kadar herhangi bir yap1 grubu
tanimlanamstir. Her gegen yil yapilagma tehdidi ile
birlikte sit alani daraltilmaktadir (Sek. 11).

Tahtakale Su Yapi ve Kanallar

Spradon yerlesimine ¢ok yakin birkag konumda
yapilan bazi kazi ve sondaj ¢aligmalarinda, su
sistemlerine ait unsurlara rastlanmigtir.?! Pigmis
toprak kiink ve tonozlu su kanallarindan (Sek. 12)
olusan aktarma sistemleri sit alaninin olmas ge-
rekli genigligini gostermesi agisindan onemlidir.
Ayni zamanda yakin bolgede daha ge¢ doneme
(20. yiizyilin bag) tarihlendirilmis su kanallar1 da
bulunmaktadir.??

Haramidere Sarnici

Istanbul, Esenyurt Ilesi icerisinde, D-100% kara-
yolu (Via Egnatia) lizeri Haramidere Mevkiinde
yer alan yap1 Bizans Donemi’ne tarihlendirilmek-
tedir. Yaklagik 20 x 10 m’lik bir boliimii giinii-

18  Ayrntili bilgi igin bkz: istanbul I Numarah Kiiltiir Varliklarin
Koruma Bolge Kurulu, Karar No: 02.03.2017/2307.

19 TEM (Trans-Avrupa Kuzey-Giiney Otoyolu Projesi)

20 Cirak 2018: 1204.

21  Ayrmtili bilgi igin bakiniz: Istanbul I Numaral Kiiltiir Varlik-
larin1 Koruma Boélge Kurulu, Karar No: 02.09.2015/1515.

22 Ayrmtil bilgi iin bakiniz: Istanbul I Numaral Kiiltiir Varlik-
larin1 Koruma Bélge Kurulu, Karar No: 23.11.2017/3014.

23 D-100 (Devlet Yolu-100)
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cture.'”® The building group was taken to the first
degree site status in 2017.

Tahtakale Rescue Excavation (Spradon?)

The area, located in the north of the TEM' hi-
ghway, within the borders of the Tahtakale nei-
ghborhood of the Avcilar district of Istanbul, has
been a densely populated area since the 1980s.
It is surrounded by mass housing projects. Many
tombs were unearthed during the excavations car-
ried out in this area. There have been scientific
publications on human bones found here.”” Ma-
terials defined as architectural plastic were found
scattered in the field widely. Therefore, no struc-
tural group has been defined so far. With the threat
of construction every year, the protected area is
getting smaller (Fig. 11).

Tahtakale Water Structures and Channels

In some excavations carried out very close to the
Spradon settlement, elements of water systems
were found.”! Transfer systems consisting of ter-
racotta pipes and vaulted water channels (Fig. 12)
are important in terms of showing the required wi-
dth of the protection area. At the same time, there
are water channels in the nearby area dated to a
later period (early 20" century).?

Haramidere Cistern

The building, located in the Haramidere location
on the D-100% highway (Via Egnatia), within the
Esenyurt district of Istanbul, is dated to the Byzan-
tine period. Although a part of approximately 20
x 10 m has survived to the present day (Fig. 13),
most of it has been destroyed.?* Until the date of
the researches, it was called with adjectives such
as hammam and palace (Fig. 14). In the scientific
studies carried out in 1999, it was defined as a clo-
sed roof cistern with alternating masonry.*

Firuzkoy Peninsula Rescue Excavation
In 2015, an excavation was carried out by the Is-

18 Also see: Istanbul Council for Protection of Cultural Heritage
No. I, Karar No: 02.03.2017 /2307.

19 TEM (Trans — Avrupa Kuzey- Giiney Otoyolu Projesi)

20 Cirak 2018: 1204.

21  See for further information: Istanbul Council for Protection of
Cultural Heritage No. I, Karar No: 02.09.2015/ 1515

22 See for further information: Istanbul Council for Protection of
Cultural Heritage No. I, Karar No: 23.11.2017/3014

23 D-100 (Devlet Yolu-100)

24  Gokgek 2013: 7.

25 See for further information: Keskin - Altug 2020: 467-480.
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miize ulasabilmis olsa da (Sek. 13), bityiik kism1
yikilmigtir.>* Arastirmalarin yapildig: tarihe kadar
hamam, saray gibi sifatlar ile anilmistir (Sek. 14).
1999 yilinda yapilan bilimsel ¢alismalarda yap1 al-
masik duvar 6rgiisiin kullanildigi kapal bir sarni¢
olarak tanimlanmugtir.?®

Firuzkéy Yarimadas: Miize Kazisi

2015 yilinda Firuzkdy Yarimadas: iizerinde bir
bolgenin sitten ¢ikarilmasi talebiyle Istanbul Ar-
keoloji Miizesi tarafindan bir tespit kazist yapil-
mistir (Sek. 15). Cok sayida sondaj agilan alan-
lardan birinde yaklasik 50 x 50 m’lik bir alanda
bir yap1 grubu ortaya ¢ikartilmistir.?® Bu yap1 gru-
bu igerisinde ¢ok sayida depolama alani ve iglik
benzeri boliim goriilmektedir (Sek. 16). Kiigiik
buluntulara gére MS 6. ylizyildan MS 13. yiizyila
uzanan bir kullanim tespit edilmistir. Yapi alani si-
nirlt bir sit alani igerisine alinmstir.

Kiiciikcekmece G6l Havzas1 Bathonea Kazilari
Kiiciikcekmece G6l Havzasi Bathonea Kazilari,
Goliin bat1 kiyisinda Firuzkdy Yarimadasi iizerin-
de yiiriitiilmektedir. Bu alandaki mimari kalintilar
ilk olarak 1976 yilinda Prof. Dr. Semavi Eyice ta-
rafindan tanimlanmistir.’

Bathonea Kazilar1 arazisi, Istanbul IT No.lu Kiiltiir
Varliklarin1 Koruma Boélge Kurulu’nun 16 Tem-
muz 1992 tarih ve 2700 say1h karart ile 1/25.000
Olgekte “alansal” olarak tespit edilmistir. Ayni ku-
rul tarafindan 26 Temmuz 1996 tarih ve 1/5.000
6lgekte onaylanan plan ile s6z konusu alan 1. De-
rece arkeolojik sit alanina doniistiiriilmiistiir.

2007 yilinda Prof. Dr. Sengiil Aydingiin baskanli-
ginda yarimada ve cevresi lizerinde yiizey arastir-
malar1 baglamis, sonucunda su anda halen kazil-
makta olan liman kompleksi ve dini yapilar, géliin
her iki yakasinda uzanan sahil duvarlari, tarlalarda
bol miktarda ¢cakmaktas: aletler, su toplama dag1-
tim sistemlerini olusturan kanal ve sarniglar tespit
edilmistir. Burada elde edilen bilimsel sonuglar
cok sayida ulusal ve uluslararasi makale ile bilim
diinyasina tanmtilmigtir.?®

24 Gokeek 2013: 7.
25  Ayrica bkz: Keskin - Altug 2020: 467-480.

26  Ayrintili bilgi igin bkz: Istanbul I Numaral Kiiltiir Varliklarin
Koruma Bolge Kurulu, Karar No: 21.01.2016/1676-1.

27 Eyice 1978: 2

28  Yiizey Arastirmalar1 hakkinda ayrintih bilgi i¢in ayrica bkz:
Aydingiin 2008: 93-100; Aydingiin 2017c¢: 369-390.

tanbul Archeology Museum with the request of
removing protection degree from the site on the
Firuzkdy peninsula (Fig. 15). A building group
was unearthed in an area of approximately 50 x 50
m in one of the many test trench areas.? There are
many storage areas and workshop-like sections in
this building group (Fig. 16). According to small
finds, a usage dating from the 6™ century AD to the
13 century AD has been identified.

Kiicgiikcekmece Lake Basin (Bathonea)
Excavations

Kiiciikgekmece Lake Basin Bathonea Excavations
are carried out on the Firuzkdy peninsula on the
western shore of the Lake. The architectural rema-
ins in this zone were first discovered and described
in 1976 by Prof. Dr. Semavi Eyice.?’

The area of the Bathonea Excavations was deter-
mined as “areal” at a scale of 1/25,000, with the
decision of the Istanbul Culture Council No: 2 at
1992. With the plan approved by the same com-
mittee on July 26, 1996 and at a scale of 1/5,000,
the area was transformed into a 1% degree archae-
ological site.

In 2007, under the chairmanship of Prof. Dr. Sen-
giil Aydingiin, surface surveys began on the pe-
ninsula and its surroundings. As a result, the port
complex and religious buildings, the coastal walls
on both sides of the lake, the abundant flint tools
in the fields, the canals and cisterns that form the
water collection distribution systems were iden-
tified which are still being excavated. The scien-
tific results obtained here have been introduced
to the world in many national and international
articles.”

The studies with the data obtained after the sur-
vey made it into a determined archaeological ex-
cavation by the Council of Ministers in 2009. The
seasonal excavations carried out by the Ministry
of Culture and Tourism between 2009-2020 were
granted the status of excavations throughout the
year as of 2021, ensuring that laboratory and re-
search activities as well as field studies continue

26 See for further information: Istanbul Council for Protection of
Cultural Heritage No. I, Karar No: 21.01.2016 / 1676-1

27 RByice 1978:2.

28  See for further information: Aydingiin 2008: 93-100; Aydingiin
2017¢c: 369-390.



Yiizey arastirmasi sonrasinda elde edilen veriler
ile ¢aligmalar 2009 yilinda Bakanlar Kurulu ka-
rarl1 bir arkeolojik kaziya doniismesini saglamistir.
2009-2020 yillar1 arasinda mevsimsel olarak yiirii-
tillen kazi ¢aligmalart 2021 y1l1 itibari ile T.C. Kiil-
tiir ve Turizm Bakanlig tarafindan yil boyu stiren
kazilar statiisiine alinmig, boylelikle arazi ¢alisma-
st disindaki laboratuvar ve arastirma faaliyetlerinin
kesintisiz olmasi saglanmistir. Kaz1 ¢aligmalar si-
rasinda ortaya ¢gikan tiim mimari unsurlar ve kiiciik
buluntular, uygun yontem ile belgelenmis, resto-
rasyon islemine tabii tutulmusg ve ayrintili raporlar
hazirlanarak T.C. Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanligi’na
sunulmustur. Ayrica, akademik olarak gesitli kitap
ve hakemli dergilerde yayinlanarak, bdlge ve diin-
ya tarihine katkida bulunmas: saglanmigtir.’

SONUC

Kiglikgekmece Gol Havzasi’nda ve yakin gevre-
sinde yaklagsik yiiz elli yildir bilimsel aragtirmalar
yaptlmaktadir. Yarimburgaz Magarast bdlgede
aragtirilan ilk arkeolojik alan 6zelligi tasimaktadir.
Ayni zamanda bdlgenin kronoloji tablosunun or-
taya ¢ikarilmasi saglanmigtir. Burada elde edilen
veriler bilim diinyasi ve toplumla paylasilmistir.
Kazilarin 1990’11 yillarda aniden bitirilmesi ile bir-
likte yeterince korunamamustir. Giiniimiizde yeni
projeler (ITA = Istanbul Tarihéncesi Arastirmalar
Projesi) ile arastirilmaya devam edilmektedir.

Kiigiikgekmece’nin dogusunda yer alan Rhegion
da bilimsel kazilarin kisa siireli yapildigi bir alan-
dir. Tkinci Diinya Savas1 6ncesi baslayan calisma-
lar, kisa siirede bitirilmis yeterince genis alana
yayillamamigtir. Marmaray Projesi kapsaminda
yapilan arkeolojik kazi c¢aligmalar1 ile yeniden
baglayan siire¢ yine benzer bir sonla Gstii kapati-
larak bitirilmistir.

Gergeklestirilen diger ¢ok sayidaki kurtarma
kazismin (Halkali, Spradon ve Sarni¢ kazilari)
sonuglarinin hem akademik alanda hem de top-
lumla yeterince paylasilmadigi ve bu kazilmig
alanlarin kaderine terk edildigi goriilmektedir.
Kigilikgekmece Gol Havzasi (Bathonea) Kazilari,
Istanbul’da aktif olarak yiiriitiilen Bakanlar Kuru-
lu Kararh bilimsel bir kazidir. Cok gesitli bilim

29  Kazi galigmalari hakkinda ayrintili bilgi i¢in ayrica, bkz: Ay-
dingiin 2017a: 1-13; Aydingiin 2017b: 69-75; ayrica bu yayn i¢in-
de bkz: Aydingiin “Avcilar Bathonea Kazilarinin Istanbul Tarihine
Kathalary”.
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uninterruptedly. All architectural elements and
small finds unearthed during the excavations
were documented with the appropriate method,
subjected to restoration, preparing detailed re-
ports and submitted to the Ministry of Culture
and Tourism. In addition, it has been published in
various books and refereed journals academical-
ly and presented to the history of the region and

29

the world.

CONCLUSION

Scientific researches have been carried out in the
Kiiciikgekmece lake basin and its immediate sur-
roundings for approximately in a hundred and fifty
years. Yarimburgaz Cave is the first archacologi-
cal site explored in the region. At the same time, it
was provided to reveal the chronological table of
the region. The data obtained here has been shared
with the scientific world and public. It started to be
destroyed in the 1990s with the sudden cessation
of excavations. Today, it continues to be researc-
hed with new projects (ITA - Istanbul Prehistoric
Research Project).

Rhegion, located to the east of Kiiglikgekmece, is
also an area where scientific excavations are car-
ried out for a short time. The studies that started
before the Second World War were completed in
a short time and could not spread to a wide enou-
gh area. The process, which started again with the
works of the Marmaray and Metro Projects, was
completed with a similar ending.

It is seen that the results of many other rescue ex-
cavations (Halkali, Spradon and Sarni¢ excavati-
ons) are not shared enough both in the academic
field and with the society, and these excavated are-
as are left to their fate. Kii¢iikgekmece Lake Basin
(Bathonea) Excavations are scientific excavations
which the determined of the the Council of Minis-
ters, which are actively carried out in Istanbul. Re-
search, excavation and publication studies are car-
ried out with a large team of various disciplines,
and this information is introduced to the scientific
world in national and international organizations
and meetings. As a result of the excavation data,
studies are continuing for the excavation area to

29  See also for further information; Aydingiin 2017a: 1-13; Aydin-
giin 2017b: 69-75; also see in this book; “Avcilar Bathonea Kazila-
rimin Istanbul Tarihine Katkilart”.
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dallarindan olusan biiyiik bir ekip ile arastirma,
kaz1 ve yayin ¢aligmalar yiiriitiilmekle birlikte bu
bilgi ulusal ve uluslararasi kurulus ve toplantilarda
bilim diinyasina tanmitilmaktadir. Kazinin verileri
neticesinde kaz1 alaninin Oren Yeri statiisiine geg-
mesi i¢in ¢alismalar stirdiiriilmektedir. Boylelikle
“Istanbul’un Tek Orenyeri” projesinin de Avci-
lar’a kazandirilmasi arzu edilmektedir.

gain the status of Archaeological Visiting Site.
Thus, it is desired that the project “The Only Ar-
chaeological Site of Istanbul” will be brought to
Avcilar.
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Sek. 1: Kiigiikgekmece Gl Havzasi igerisinde gergeklestirilen bilimsel arastirmalar (Google Earth verisinden islenmistir)

Fig. 1: Scientific researches carried out in Kiiglikgekmece Lake Basin (Edited from Google Earth image)



KlcUkcekmece GOl Havzasi Arkeolojik Arastirma Tarihi
History of Archaeological Research at KlglUkcekmece Lake Basin 33

Sek. 2: Yarimburgaz Magarast, sapel boliimii (Fotograf: ITA Arsivi)

Fig. 2: Yarimburgaz Cave, section of Monastery (Photograph: ITA Project)
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Sek. 3: Kiigiikgekmece verilen kazi izni hakkinda belge (Fotograf: Osmanli Arsivlerinden)
Fig. 3: Excavation permission papers (Photograph: Ottoman Archive)
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Sek. 4: Kiigiikgekmece’de zarar verilen sehir harabesi hakkinda yazi (Fotograf: Devlet Arsivleri Genel Miidiirliigli Tarama No: 5857-27)
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Fig. 4: Illegal Excavation Investigation Paper (Photograph: Government Archive, Scanning No: 5857)
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19.¥.1937 Tarih ve 5/3605 sayili tezke-
releri cevabidair:

Kigclkgekmece civarinda ve golun gima-
linde mevcudiyeti anlagilan gehir harabesi hak-
kinde tarafi 8linizden gosterilen aldkaya ve
aglinan miessir tedabire kargi ilim namina tegek-
kilr ederiz. Bu harebenin hemen tetkik edilerek
neticesini Kurumumuza bildirmesini mutahassais
arkaedaglarimizdan istanbul Mizeleri Mudir mua=-

vini Doktor Arif Mifit'ten rica ettik.
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Sek. 5: Kiigiikgekmece’de zarar verilen sehir harabesi hakkinda Arif Miifid Mansel’in gorevlendirilmesi
(Fotograf: Devlet Arsivleri Genel Miidiirliigii Tarama No: 5857-25)

Fig. 5: Illegal Excavation Investigation Paper (Photograph: Government Archive, Scanning No: 5857-25)
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Sek. 6: Rhegion Kazilarinin gergeklestirildigi alandan siitunlar (Fotograf: H. Aydingiin)
Fig. 6: Present status of Rhegion Excavation Area (Photograph: H. Aydingiin)
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Sek. 7: Rhegion Kazilarinin gergeklestirildigi yeni (sart) ve eski (kirmizi) alanlar (Google Earth)
Fig. 7: New (yellow) and old (red) excavation areas of Rhegion (Edited from Google Earth image)
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Sek. 8: Halkali Ziraat Ciftligi Kazisi’ndan uydu goriintiisii (parselsorgu.tkgm.gov.tr)
Fig. 8: Satellite image frrom Halkali Farm Excavation (parselsorgu.tkgm.gov.tr)

Sek. 9: Nakkas Dere Yapist uydu goriintiisii (Google Earth)
Fig. 9: Satellite image frrom Halkali-Nakkas Stream Structure (Edited from Google Earth image)
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Sek. 10: Nakkas Dere Yapisi goriintiisii (Fotograf: Istanbul I Numarali Kiiltiir Varliklarini Koruma Bolge
Kurul Raporu Karar No: 02.03.2017/2307)

Fig. 10: Halkali-Nakkas Stream Structure (Photograph: Istanbul Council for Protection of Cultural Heritage
No. I.Report No: 02.03.2017/2307)

Sek. 11: Spradon mezar alani uydu gériintiisii (Google Earth ile tiretilmistir)

Fig. 11: Spradon Nekropol area (Edited from Google Earth image)

39



40

Ayberk Enez

J -,
e
Sek. 12: Spradon yakinindaki su kanal sistemleri (istanbul I Numaral Kiiltiir Varliklarin Koruma Bolge

Kurulu, Karar No: 02.09.2015/1515)

Fig. 12: Water management system near to Spradon (Photograph: Istanbul Council for Protection of Cultural
Heritage No. I. Report No: 02.09.2015/1515)

Sek. 13: Haramidere Sarni¢ Kalintilar1 (Fotograf: Gokgek 2013: 12)
Fig. 13: Haramidere Cistern Remains (Photograph: Gokgek 2013: 12)
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Sek. 14: 1970’lerde Haramidere Sarni¢ Kalintilar1 (Fotograf: N. Basgelen)
Fig. 14: Haramidere Cistern Remains at 1970s (Photograph: N. Basgelen)

Sek. 15: Firuzkdy Yarimadasi Miize Kurtarma Kazisi alan1 (Google Earth)

Fig. 15: Firuzkdy Peninsula Rescue Excavation (Edited from Google Earth image)
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Sek. 16: Firuzkdy Yarimadast Miize Kurtarma Kazist alani (fstanbul I Numarali Kiiltiir Varliklarim Koruma
Bolge Kurulu, Karar No: 21.01.2016/1676-I)

Fig. 16: Remains from Firuzkoy Peninsula Rescue Excavation (Photograph: Istanbul Council for Protection
of Cultural Heritage No. I. Report No: 21.01.2016/1676-1



