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Constantinopolis Yakinlarinda
Kucukcekmece Gol Havzasinda
Yer Alan Erken Dé6nem Hiristiyan
Bazilikalan (istanbul-Avcilar)'

Early Christian Basilicas at Lake Ku¢cukgcekmece
near Constantinople (Istanbul-Avcilar)

Btazej M. STANISLAWSKI?, Sengiil AYDINGUN?®,
Ayberk ENEZ¢, Konrad K. SZYMANSKI®

Ozet

Bu makale kapsaminda, Kiigiikgekmece GOl Havzasi igerisinde yer alan ve ortak ozellikler gosteren ii¢
bazilika hakkinda stilistik, teknik ve litiirjik 6zelliklerinin karsilastirilmasina yer verilmistir. Bolgede Ya-
rimburgaz Magarasi ile baslayan yerlesim, konumuz Ge¢ Antik Cag’a gelindiginde adeta bir dini yapilar
merkezine doniismils durumda oldugu disiiniilmektedir. Kuzeyde Yarimburgaz Manastiri, doguda Rhegion
yerlesimi kalintilar1 ve batida Firuzkoy Yarimadasi Kazilari ile bu durum giderek netlik kazanmaktadir. MS
6. ylizyilda, Constantinopolis ve ¢evresinde hizlanan imar faaliyetlerinin etkisiyle bolgemizde yogunlasan
dini yap1 6rneklerini incelerken, Anadolu ve Karadeniz’in kuzeyinde kalan merkezlerden 6rnekler de konu-
nun kavranabilmesi amaciyla dahil edilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler:
Bizans Mimarlig1, Bizans Arkeolojisi, Constantinopolis, Bazilika.

Abstract

Within the scope of this article, a comparison of the stylistic, technical and liturgical features of three basi-
licas in the Kiiciikkcekmece Lake Basin and showing common features is included. The settlement, which
started with the Yarimburgaz Cave in the region, has almost turned into a possible religious center in the
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Late Antique period. The Yarimburgaz Monastery in the north of the lake, the ruins of the Rhegion city in
the east and the Firuzkdy peninsula Excavations in the west are examples that explain this situation. We will
examine examples of religious buildings concentrated in our region in the 6 century AD, with the effect of
accelerated construction activities in and around Constantinople. Then, we will look at the centers in Anato-
lia and the north of the Black Sea in order to understand the subject.

Keywords:

Byzantine Architecture, Byzantine Archeology, Constantinople, Basilica.

GIRIiS

Kiigiikgekmece Goli, Tirkiye’nin Avrupa bolii-
mii olan Dogu Trakya Bélgesi’nde, Istanbul Bo-
gazi’nin 22 km batisinda, Marmara Denizi’nin
kuzey kiyisinda ve Constantinopolis surlarinin
disinda yer almaktadir (Sek. 1). Havza igerisinde
ti¢ bliyik koy bulunmaktadir. En biiyiikk ve uzun
olani kuzeyde yer alir. Yaklasik dort km uzunlu-
gunda ve bir km genisligindedir. Diger ikisi géliin
dogu ve bat1 yakalarindadir. Diger bir kiigiik kor-
fez ise Myrmeks kanalinin bulundugu alanda de-
niz ile baglantili konumdadir. Bizans Dénemi’nde
Kiiciikgekmece Golii ¢evresinde ¢esitli merkezler
faaliyet gostermistir.? En bilinen yerlesim Rhegi-
on’dur (glinimiizde Kiigiikgekmece) ve bu yer-
lesim goliin dogu yakasinda, Myrmeks kanalinin
bitisiginde konumlanmistir.’> Golin kuzey kiyi-
larinda, Skhiza* yerlesimi olarak tanimlanan ka-
lintilar tespit edilmistir. Daha da kuzeyde Bizans
Kaya Manastir1 olarak da kullanilan Yarimburgaz
Magaras1® yer almaktadir. Goliin giineybatisinda,
Marmara Denizi kiyisinda Angurina® limani kalin-
tilar1” bulunmustur.

Firuzkoy Yarimadasi {izerinde ise ticari ve dini
ozellikli yapilarin bulundugu kapsamli bir komp-
leks ortaya g¢ikarilmigtir. Bu bolgede, karada ve
sualtinda yapilan tarama caligmalarinda yedi ayri
konumda daha yerlesim izine rastlanilmistir. S6z
konusu bolge igerisinde en fazla bilgiye Firuzkoy

2 Kigiikgekmece G6l Havzasinda konusu gegen yerlesimin
varlig1 ilk kez Semavi Eyice (1978), tarafindan dile getirilmistir.
3 Ogan 1939; Ogan - Mansel 1942; Eyice 1978: 63.

4 Kiilzer 2008: 186, 200, 342, 632-633.

5 Yarumburgaz Magarasi, bkz: Hovass 1927; Hubbard 1932;
Bousquet 1900/1901.

6  Kiilzer 2008: 251.

7 Onizvd. 2014.

INTRODUCTION

Lake Kiigiikgekmece is located in eastern Thra-
ce, about 22 km west of the Bosporus, behind
the walls of Constantinople, on the coast of the
Sea of Marmara, in the European part of Tiirkiye
(Fig. 1). Within its basin we distinguish three large
bays. The largest and longest of them is located
in the northern part of the waterbody. It is over
four km long and about one km wide. Two others
are located on the west and east sides of the lake
opposite each other. Another small bay is locat-
ed near the Myrmeks Strait, connecting the lake
with the sea. Several centres functioned around
the Lake Kiiglikgekmece in the Byzantine period.!
The most famous is the city Rhegion’ (currently
Kiiciikgekmece), located on the eastern side of the
waterbody, near Myrmeks. On the northern shore,
ruins were discovered, identified with the centre
Schiza.® Even further north is located the Yarum-
burgaz Cave?, in which the Byzantine rock mon-
astery operated. Southwest of the lake, on the sea
shore, in Beylikdiizii identified with Angurina’, a
port® was discovered.

An extensive port-ecclesiastical complex was un-
earthed on the west bank of the lake on the Firuz-
koy peninsula. Another seven smaller settlements
were recorded along the west bank, based on sur-
face and underwater sonar research. We have the

1 To the subject of settlement, history and ethnography in the
Lake Kiiciikgekmece basin paid attention S. Eyice (1978), who
noted relics of settlement on the northern shore of the lake (Ancient
and Byzantine ones) and in the Yarimburgaz Cave.

2 Ogan 1939; Ogan - Mansel 1942; Eyice 1978: 63.

3 Kiilzer 2008: 186, 200, 342, 632-633.

4 On the subject of the Yarimburgaz Cave see also; Hovass
1927; Hubbard 1932; Bousquet 1900/1901.

S5 Kiilzer 2008: 251.

6  Onizetal. 2014.
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Yarimadasi’nda bulunan liman ve dini yapilar gru-
bu tizerinde sahip olmaktayiz.® Rhegion’da da bi-
limsel kazilar yiiriitiilmesine ragmen sinirl sayida
yayin yapilmistir.’

Gol etrafinda ayn tipte ii¢ adet Erken Hiristiyanlik
bazilikasi tespit edilmistir (Sek. 1). Bunlardan ilki
Ikinci Diinya Savas: 6ncesi dsnemde Rhegion’da
ortaya ¢ikarilmistir (Sek. 2). 10 x 17 m olgiilerin-
de, icte yan kiiresel ve dista ¢ok koseli tipte bir
apsise sahiptir ve kuzeybati - giineydogu eksenin-
de yerlestirilmistir. Bu yapi bir kilise olarak tanim-
lanmistir.'® Sonraki yillarda, goliin bati yakasinda
iki adet daha bazilika tespit edilmistir (Sek. 1, 3).
[ki, Firuzkdy Yarmmadasi iizerinde yer alirken
(GPS Koordinati: K 41°01°59” D 28°44°02”), di-
geri ise ilk bazilikanin iki km giineybatisinda yer
almaktadir (GPS Koordinati: K 41°0°53.41” D
28°43°11.56”) (Sek. 1). Bu bolge Istanbul’a bagh
Avcilar ilgesi igerisinde konumlanmustir.

Bu makalenin konusu olan sorunsal asagidaki
proje kapsaminda arastirilmig ve yayinlanmistir:
‘Constantinople/Istanbul — Kiigiikgekmece — des-
tination port of the route from the Varangians to
the Greeks, a centre of Byzantinization of the
Rus’ community’. Ayrica bu proje Ulusal Bilim
Merkezi Projesi (National Science Centre Project
SONATA BIS 9 No. 2014/14/E/HS3/00679) tara-
findan desteklenmistir.

Firuzkdy Yarimadasi’nda Bulunan Bazilika

Firuzkdy Yarimadasi’nda bulunan bazilikanin
korunma durumu olduk¢a diistiktiir (Sek. 3-5).
Giliniimiize sadece sayili miktarda kalinti ulagabil-
mistir. Bununla birlikte bu kalintilar, yapmn yer-
lesim planini, insa teknigini ve i¢ dizayni hakkin-
da genel bir sonug elde etmemizi saglamaktadur.
Yapinin en iyi korunmus boliimii doguya yoneltil-
mis apsis boliimiidiir (Sek. 6). Iceride yarim kiire
seklinde disarida ise ¢ok koseli bir formdadir (ii¢
koseli tip olarak anilir). Apsis duvarinin korunmus
alt boliimlerinin yontulmus biiyiik tas bloklarin-
dan (1,5 x 1,35 x 0,3 m) yapildig1 goriilmektedir.
Bu taslar iizerinde kirlangigkuyrugu olarak tanim-

8  Kiigiikgekmece G6l Havzasinda yiiriitiilen kazilarin sonuglart
¢ok sayida kitap makale ile bilim diinyasina sunulmustur. Bkz: Ay-
dingiin 2013a; Aydingiin 2013b; Aydingiin - Oniz 2008; Aydingiin

- Oniz 2009; Aydingiin vd. 2009; Aydingiin vd. 2013, Stanistawski
- Aydingiin 2018.

9  Ogan 1939; Ogan - Mansel 1942; Eyice 1978.

10 Ogan - Mansel 1942: 8-10.

largest amount of data on the port and ecclesiastic
complex on the Firuzkdy peninsula.” Excavations
have also been conducted in Rhegion, but they are
published to a limited extent.?

Three early Christian basilicas of a similar type
were discovered around the lake (Fig. 1). The first
of them was unearthed in Rhegion, during excava-
tions conducted there in the pre-war period (Fig.
2). At that time, relics of a 17-by-10-metres build-
ing were uncovered, topped with a semicircular
inside and polygonal outside apse. It was oriented
more or less along the northwest-southeast axis.
This building was interpreted as a church.” Two
more basilicas have been discovered in recent
years on the west side of the lake (Figs. 1, 3). The
first of them was located on the Firuzkdy peninsu-
la (GPS position N 41°01°59”* E 28°44°02”), and
the second about two km southwest of it on the
so-called site No. 2 (GPS position N 41°0°53.41”
E 28°43°11.56”) (Fig. 1). This area in administra-
tive terms currently belongs to the city of Avcilar,
which is part of the agglomeration of Istanbul.

The problematic of this article was carried out as
part of the project entitled “Constantinople/Is-
tanbul — Kiigiikcekmece — destination port of the
route from the Varangians to the Greeks, a centre
of Byzantinization of the Rus’ community”. It was
financed by the National Science Centre Project
SONATA BIS 9 No. 2014/14/E/HS3/00679.

The Basilica on the Firuzkoy Peninsula

The state of preservation of the basilica on the
Firuzkdy peninsula (Figs. 3-5) is very poor. Only
a few of its fragments have survived to our times.
However, they allow us to formulate some general
conclusions about the layout of the object, its con-
struction, and even some elements of interior de-
sign. The best preserved part of the building is the

7  The results of excavations - carried out in recent years - on the
archaeological site located on the Firuzkdy peninsula on the west
shore of Lake Kiiglikgekmece, have been presented in a number of
publications (Aydingiin 2013a; Aydingiin 2013b; Aydingiin - Oniz
2008; Aydingiin - Oniz 2009; Aydingiin et al. 2009; Aydingiin

et al. 2013), and especially the latest collective work edited by
Sengiil Aydingiin “Istanbul Kiigiikcekmece Gl Havzasi Kazilar
(Bathonea?) = Istanbul Kii¢iikgekmece Lake Basin's Excavations
(Bathonea?)” and the first attempt to synthesise the results of pre-
vious research entitled ‘The Byzantine port-ecclesiastical complex
on the Firuzkdy peninsula near Constantinople and its settlement
context” (Stanistawski - Aydingiin 2018).

8  Ogan 1939; Ogan - Mansel 1942; Eyice 1978.

9  Ogan - Mansel 1942: 8-10.
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lanan kenet izleri agikga goriilmektedir (Sek. 7).
Ayrica 2021 yili arazi ¢aligmalarinda yapinin gii-
neydogu tarafinda, diiz bir temel duvari tespit edil-
mistir (Sek. 14). Yapmin konstriiksiyonunda ko-
lonlar kullanilmistir. Bunu bize yapinin igerisinde
ve etrafinda tespit edilen iki mermer siitun pargasi
ve li¢ slitun bashigi gostermektedir (Sek. 8). Ap-
sisin kuzeyindeki en ist sirada bulunan tas blok
muhtemelen stylobatin korunmus tek pargasidir.
Bu tagin konumu hem kuzey stylobatin seviyesini
hem de korunmamig giiney stylobatin seviyesini
gostermektedir. Muhtemelen simetrik olarak apsi-
sin diger ucuna da yerlestirilmistir. Apsisin giiney-
batisinda ortaya ¢ikarilan yap1 elemanlari nispeten
daha korunmus durumda giliniimiize ulagmistir.
Ayni tag bloklardan yapilmis apsise benzer sekil-
de, kirlangigkuyrugu kramplartyla birlestirilmistir.
Duvarlarin yiiksek kisimlart opus mixtum" tekni-
ginde yapilmistir. Tanimlanan boliim, muhtemelen
binanin ana gévdesine giineyde eklenmis bir ektir.

Bazilikanin igerisinde beyaz mermerden yapilmig
zemin ddosemeleri tespit edilmistir. Korunan en
biiyiik boliimiin 6lgiisti 228 x 130 x 6 cm’dir. Bu
dosemeler hem stylobat siralar1 arasinda hem de
giiney stylobatin giineyindeki alanda ve ek boliim-
de bulunmustur. Yap: kalintilar1 arasinda i¢ dekor
amactyla kullanilan beyaz mermerden {iretilmis
bazi eserler bulunmustur (Sek. 9). Bu pargalar
Kiboryum'? gegisinin ya da templonun (naos ile
apsis bolgesini birbirinden ayiran mimari eleman)
kosesinin pargalari olabilir (Sek. 10). Dort adet
korkuluk paneli ve ii¢ siitun bagligina ait parcalar
biiyiik ihtimalle templonal® ait olmalidir (Sek. 11)
Pasaj, bir kiire ile birlikte olusturulmus Latin Hag1
ile dekore edilmistir. Bu korkuluktan biri kismi
olarak daha iyi durumda korunmustur (Sek. 11a).
Bir tarafinda algak kabartma olarak islenmis Latin
Hagz, diger tarafinda bir disk kabartmasi {izerinde
Latin Hag1 islenmistir. Korunagelmis siitun basli-
g1 parcalarina bakildiginda, tas isciligi ve heykel
isciligi kalitesi agisindan kompozit-Theodosius!

11 Constantinopolis’teki imar faaliyetleri kullanilan teknikler
hakkinda bkz: Ward Perkins 1958; Ousterhout 1999; ayrica bkz:
Mango 1986: 9-19.

12 Benzer kiboryum 6rnekleri igin bkz: Deichmann 1994: 239-
240. MS 6. yiizyila tarihlendirilen Paros’ta bulunan dini yapida
benzer i¢ dekorasyon unsurlar1 gériilmektedir, bkz: Kalopissi Verti
— Panayotidi Kesisoglou 2010: 135, Res. 271.

13 Bkz: Firatli 1951; Ulbert 1969; Wharton Epstein 1981; Dei-
chmann 1994: 237-238; Kalopissi Verti — Panayotidi Kesisoglou
2010: 403, Res. 820.

14 Kompozit Theodosian tipi siitun basliklari i¢in bkz: Deich-
mann 1994: 185; Biernacki 2009: 40-42.
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apse (Fig. 6), facing east. It is semicircular inside
and polygonal outside (the so-called three-sided
type). Its preserved lower parts were built from
large regularly hewn stone blocks measuring 1.5 x
1.35 x 0.3 m. There are traces of joining using the
so-called swallowtail cramps technique (Fig. 7).
At lower level, a straight foundation wall remain-
ing was found at southwest corner of building in
2021 fieldworks (Fig. 14). Columns were used in
the construction of the building. This is indicated
by fragments of two marble shafts and three capi-
tals found inside and in the surrounding area (Fig.
8). One of the stone blocks registered at the top
of the apse in the north is probably the only pre-
served fragment of the stylobate. The position of
this stone indicates both the course of the northern
stylobate and the location of not preserved south-
ern stylobate. It was probably placed symmetrical-
ly at the other end of the apse. Elements of the
building unearthed southwest of the apse survived
in relatively good condition. They are made in an
analogous manner to apse built of identical stone
blocks, joined by swallowtail cramps. The higher
parts of the walls were erected in the opus mix-
tum'? technique. The described object is probably
an annex, added in the south to the main body of
the building.

Inside the basilica floor tiles made of white mar-
ble were registered. The largest has dimensions of
228 x 130 x 6 cm. They were found both between
the stylobates course lines as well as in the area
south of the southern stylobate and in the annex.
Several artefacts made of marble were unearthed
in the ruins of the temple, which are elements of
the interior design (Fig. 9). These are a fragment
of the corner part of the ciborium'' arcade or
templon portal (Fig. 10), four balustrade panels
probably of templon'? (Fig. 11) and three capitals.

10 On the subject of construction techniques used in the archite-
cture of Constantinople, the most extensive study was presented by
Ward Perkins 1958; Ousterhout 1999; see also; Mango 1986, 9-19.
11 The arcade of the ciborium can be an element of the altar
mensa cover. The whole structure would rest on four pillars/colum-
ns. Above the ciborium arch was probably a cornice, crowned with
a dome or hip roof. The size of the preserved monument allows

for a fairly accurate reconstruction of the entire arcade. Its original
length could be about 167 cm, the span of the base of the arch 119
cm, and the height 90 cm. On ciboria, see also; Deichmann 1994:
239-240. A similar monument decorated in the same way is known
from Paros, where it is dated to the mid-6" century AD (Kalopissi
Verti — Panayotidi Kesisoglou 2010: 135, Fig. 271).

12 Firath 1951; Ulbert 1969; Wharton Epstein 1981; Deichmann
1994: 237-238,; Kalopissi Verti — Panayotidi Kesisoglou 2010: 403,
Fig. 820.
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tipi bir eser 6ne ¢ikmaktadir (Sek. 8a-c, 9a-c).
Yogun mavi pigmentli kire¢ harci topaklar1 da bu
alanda tespit edilmistir. Bunlarin, tapinagin igin-
deki duvarlar kaplayan freske ait olmalar1 miim-
kiin goriilmektedir.

Mekansal yerlesimin rekonstriiksiyonu tasarlanir-
ken stilobatlarin yerlesimi ve ek yapinin konumu
dikkate almmigtir (Sek. 12-13). Apsisin uzantisi
olan kuzeydeki stilobat disindakiler korunma-
mistir. Korunan bu boliim hem stylobatin hizasini
hem de onun yapisin1 tamimlamaktadir. Uzerinde
kirlangigkurugu tipinde kenetler bulunmaktadir.
Stilobatin yapim teknigi apsis duvart ile aynidir.

Binanin kuzeyinde tespit edilen bu stilobat sirasi-
nin konumunu ele aldigimizda, simetrik olarak ya-
pinin tam gilineyinde ayni1 mesafade diger stilobat
strasinin oldugunu tahmin edebiliriz. Bu durumda
nefin yaklagik genisliginin sekiz m olacagi hesap-
lanmaktadir. Giiney stilobat sirasi ile yapiya ekle-
nen boliim (yapinin kuzeyi tam olarak kazilmadig1
icin buradaki eklemeleri simdilik bilmemekteyiz)
arasindaki mesafenin yaklagik dort m oldugu go-
riildiigiine gore, yapinin toplam genisliginin 19,4
m oldugu goériilmektedir. Bu bilgilere dayanarak
binanin uzunlugunu tahmin edebilmekteyiz. Bu
baglamda neflerin uzunlugunun yaklasik 17,7 m,
yapinin toplam uzunlugunun ise 24,4 m oldugu
tahmin edilmektedir.

Mekanin dekoreasyonu ile ilgili diger drnekler ise
farkli konumlarda korunmus olan yer désemeleri-
dir. Bu désemelerin bulundugu konumlar yapinin
genel oOzelikleri ile uyum saglamaktadir. Bunlar
ana ve giiney nefte, ayrica ek boliimde goriilmek-
tedir.'®

Kalintilar arasinda ortaya ¢ikarilan mimari detay-
lar, yapinin i¢ tasarimi hakkinda bilgiler saglamak-
tadir. Yapt oldukg¢a zengin igerikli beyaz mermer
ile dekore edilmistir. Bu, zemin kaplamalarinda,
siitunlarda ve kilise dekorlarinda goriilmektedir.
Son derece etkileyici kompozit-Theodosius siitun
baslik pargalari, benzer eserlerin, nefi ¢evreleyen
iki sira halinde siitunlari taglandirmis olabilecegi-
ni diigiindiirmektedir. Ana nef, beyaz mermerden
yapilan templon ile apsis boliimiinden ayrilmistir.

15 Binanm duvarlarinin yerlesimi, potansiyel olarak, mezarlarin
diizeniyle de ilgili olabilir; bu konumlar, daha ziyade binanin
duvarlarinin yeniden inga edilen seyrini engellememektedir.

The arcade is decorated on the corner with a Latin
cross motif emerging from the globe. One of the
balustrade panels survived in particularly good
condition (Fig. 11a). On one side it is decorated
with a bas-relief of a large Latin cross, and on the
other side with a Latin cross in a disc. Among the
capitals stands out in terms of the quality of stone-
mason and sculptural craftsmanship an artefact of
the composite-Theodosian type'3, preserved in
several fragments (Figs. 8a-c, 9a-c). Lumps of
lime mortar with intense blue pigment were also
recorded. It is possible that these are particles of
frescoes which once covered the walls inside the
temple.

The reconstruction of the spatial layout of the
object (Figs. 12-13) is based on the arrangement
of stylobates and the annex. Most stylobates did
not survive, except for one small fragment of the
northern stylobate recorded in the extension of the
apse. The preserved fragment defines firstly the
line of the stylobate course, and secondly its con-
struction. It is a hewn boulder with grooves specif-
ic of joining technique called swallowtail cramps.
The design of the stylobate is identical to the base
of the apse and annex wall.

Based on the location of the northern stylobate,
assuming a symmetrical course of the south-
ern stylobate, we estimate that the width of the
nave was 8.0 m. The distance between the line
of course of the southern stylobate and the pre-
served wall of the annex shows, in turn, that the
width of the aisles (in this case, specifically the
south aisle, because the north one has not been
unearthed for the most part) is about 4.0 m. The
total width of the main body of the building
would therefore be approximately 19.4 m. Thus,
based on this, we can determine the hypothetical
length of the building. In this case, the length of
the naves would be 17.7 m, and the whole temple
along with the apse 24.4 m.

The source of information on the spatial arrange-
ment are also marble floor tiles, which have been
preserved in several places. Their arrangement in
the space of the described building fits well with
the three-aisled division along with the annex out-

13 On composite-Theodosian capitals, see also; Deichmann
1994: 185; Biernacki 2009: 40-42.
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Burada yer alan mermer pargalar Latin Hag1 ve kh-
ristogram (iota-khi) ile bezenmistir. Bu bezemeler
sarmasik yapraklari ile taglandirilmis iki dalin fi-
lizlendigi bir daire veya ¢elenkle cevrilidir. Diger
Bizans yerlesimlerinden bilinen benzer eserlere
ait ¢ok sayida buluntuya dayanarak, benzer sekil-
de yeniden tasarlayabiliriz. Ayica, templonun ve
ozellikle gegitin pargalarinin mermer oldugu goz
ardi edilemez (Sek. 9). Altart olusturan kutu 6zel
yesil renkli antico verde mermerinden yapilmig
olmalidir. Buna uygun olarak bu hammaddeden
iiretilmis iki direk ve bir levhaya ait parcalar1 gor-
mekteyiz (Sek. 15-16).!

Sunak, siitunlar tizerine dizilmis dort kemerden
olusan bir kiboryum ile ortiilmiis olmalidir. Kibor-
yum ise disk kiiresi lizerinde gosterilen bir Latin
Hagu ile stislenmistir.

24. Alandaki Bazilika

Firuzkdy Yarimadasi’nin giineyinde, batida yer
alan koyun u¢ noktasinda ve diger bazilikaya 2,7
km uzaklikta bir bazilika daha tespit edilmistir
(Sek. 1, 3). Bazilikanin planin1 gdsteren goriin-
tillere hava fotografi arsivinden ulagilmig!’, ve bu
kesif yakininda agilan bir test agmasi ile dogru-
lanmistir.

Yapinin mekansal yerlesimini olusturan ti¢ kori-
dorlu ve apsis boliimii hava fotografindan agik¢a
gorililebilmektedir (Sek. 17-18). Bazilika genel
olarak doguya yoneltilmis olsa da hafif¢e kuzeye
doniiktiir. Biiyiik, genis bir nef ile 6n plana ¢ik-
maktadir ve masif bir apsis ile taglandirilmistir.
Icte yarim daire bigimli ve dista poligonaldir (ii¢
koseli tip olarak anilir). Koridorlar, nefin genisli-
ginin yaklagik yaris1 kadardir. Ayrica kuzeyde iki
ve giineyde bir adet ek yapinin bazilikaya eklen-
digi goriilmektedir. Binanin boyutlarina iliskin
hesaplamalar, tespit yontemimizden (uydu goriin-
tilleri) dolay1 yaklasik olarak verilebilmektedir.
Baz1 6geler halen modern uydu goriintiilerinde se-
cilebilmektedir (Sek. 19-20). Bu, bizlere yapinin
yaklagik boyutlarini hesaplama sans1 vermektedir.
Bu verilere dayanarak bazilikanin uzunlugu 25 m,
genisigi ise 18 m olarak hesaplanmaktadir (nefler
8 m, koridorlar 5 m genisliginde). Tiim bu gorsel
16 Hebdomon’da (Bakirkdy) Aziz John Kilisesi’nin kazilarinda

ortaya ¢ikartilan buradakine benzer yesil renkli mermer parcalari
mimbere ait olmalidir. (Barsanti - Guiglia 2010: 73-75, Res. 69-70).

17 Fotograflara Harita Genel Komutanligi web hizmeti iizerinden
ulagilabilir: www.hgk.msb.gov.tr.
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lined above. They occur both within the nave, the
south aisle and in the annex.'

Architectural details excavated in the rubble of the
building, allow for general preliminary findings
concerning the interior design of the building. It
was relatively richly decorated with white marble.
This is evidenced by floor remains, “church furni-
ture” and columns. Discovered fractions of the ex-
tremely impressive composite-Theodosian capital
suggest that similar artefacts could have crowned
two rows of colonnades flanking the nave. The
nave was divided by templon, also made of white
marble. Its elements were decorated with motifs of
the Latin cross and christogram iota-chi, surround-
ed by a circle or wreath, from which two branches
crowned with ivy leaves sprouted. We can recon-
struct them in this way based on numerous finds
of similar artefacts known from other Byzantine
sites. It cannot be excluded that the element of the
templon and specifically the portal is the marble
arch (Fig. 9). The box of the altar mensa could, in
turn, been made of exclusive green antico verde
marble. In this way we interpret the remains of
two posts and a slab hewn from this raw material
(Figs. 15-16)." The altar could have been roofed
by ciborium built of four arcades arranged on
columns. The ciborium was decorated with Latin
cross motifs emerging from the disc-globe. The
mortar of the walls was painted, suggesting that
the interior of the temple could have been cov-
ered with frescoes. The object described above
is interpreted as a basilica-type temple due to its
three-aisled arrangement, orientation towards the
east, apse crowning and the nature of the marble
artefacts of interior design — so-called “church
furniture”, decorated with motifs and symbols of
early Christianity.

The Basilica on the 24™ area

The second monument was registered on the west
side of the lake on site No. 2 (Figs. 1-3), south-
west of the Firuzkdy peninsula, at the end of the

14 The layout of the walls of the building may also potentially be
related to the arrangement of graves, which locations rather do not
interfere with the reconstructed course of the building’s walls. They
can therefore be burials located inside the building. On the other
hand, it cannot be excluded that the cemetery was founded in this
place after the destruction of the temple.

15 An identical slab decorated in the same way and two posts
made of the same green marble were discovered during excavations
of the church of St. John the Baptist at Hebdomon. However, these
artefacts are interpreted as the pulpit remains (Barsanti - Guiglia
2010: 73-75, Figs. 69-70).
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kaynak ve 0l¢ii hesaplamalarina dayanarak yapi-
nin plan1 ortaya ¢ikarilmigtir (Sek. 21).

Mekansal yerlesim planma bakildiginda dini se-
romenilerin ayrilmis alanlarda yapildigi goriil-
mektedir. Binanin ana yapisina eklenen boliimler
pastophorion olarak anilan hazirlik odalari olma-
lidir. Bunlar altarin her iki yaninda konumlandiril-
mustir. Sag boliimde (giiney) kutsal esyalarin tu-
tuldugu diaconion yer almig olmalidir (ek C -Sek.
21). Sol boliimde (kuzey) yer alan oda ise Hazirlik
Odast’dir (toprothesis) (ek A - Sek. 21). Hazine
Odasi (skevophylakion) kutsal egya ve hediyelerin
saklandig1 odadir. Efkaristiya (son aksam yeme-
gi canlandirmasi) térenlerinde de kullanilir. Aym
zamanda kutsal evlilik seremonisi i¢in kullanilan
odalarda olmahdir. Bilyiik ihtimalle bu torenler
tiglincii ek salonda yiiriitilmektedir (ek B - Sek.
21).

Bazilika kalintilar1 modern uydu goriintiilerinde
gorillememektedir. Bu alan toprak ve molozlar
ile ortiilmis durumdadir. Alanda yapilan yiizey
arastirmasinda bazi verilere ulasilmistir. Binanin
temeline ait bir duvarin bir boliimii goriilmiistiir.
Kesme tas ile oriilmiis duvar siva ile kaplanmistir.
Zemin yiizeyinin altinda, diizenli olarak iglenmis
taglardan iist iiste dizilmis yedi katman ortaya ¢1-
karilmigtir. Ayn1 zamanda duvarin altinda ahsap
bir konstriikksyon tespit edilmistir (Sek. 22). Bu
uygulama ile yapinin bataklik benzeri topraga bat-
mas1 Onlenmistir.

Karsilastirma ve Kronolojik Analiz

Yukarida bahsedilen her iki yap1 da ¢ok benzer bir
yerlesim planina, apsis mimarisine ve dlgiilere sa-
hiptir. Her iki bazilika tipinde yapi, {i¢ koridorlu
mekanlar ve karakteristik olarak goriilen igte dai-
resel dista ti¢ koseli bir apsis (“li¢ koridorlu tip”'®)
ile donatilmisgtir.’ Benzer ozellikler Rhegion’da
ortaya ¢ikarilan bazilika icin de gegerlidir (Sek.
2). Tiim bu t¢ koseli apsise sahip bazilikalar Yu-
nan-Bizans Tipi (“list Ortiisii ahsap catil, alt plan1

18 Kalinowski 2004: 206.

19 Apsis dis kisminin ii¢ kenarli/gokgen formu, Constantinopo-
lis’in erken Hiristiyan bazilikalarinin karakteristik bir 6zelligidir,
bkz: Grossmann - Michele 1973: 31; 6rn. St. John the Baptist
(Studion), Chalkoprateia, Tanri’nin dilegi olan ilk kilise olarak
tanimlanir. Hagia Sophia’nin Iustinianus Mabedi, Saints Sergius
ve Bacchus Kilisesi, Hagia Eirene. Deichmann 1994: 206). Bu
ozellik, Kirim’daki Khersonesos’un gesitli tapmaklarinin Bizans
mimarisinde de goriilmektedir. Medeksza 2004c.

20 Apsis tipleri hakkinda bilgi i¢in bkz: Kalopissi Verti — Panayo-
tidi Kesisoglou 2010: 28.

“western bay”. It is located about 2.7 km from the
basilica described above. The object was discov-
ered based on the archival aerial photographs'®
and verified by a test trench. An aerial photograph
of this area, taken in the 1970s, documents the out-
line of the building, which we interpret, based on
its spatial arrangement and the shape of the apse,
as a three-aisled basilica (Figs. 17-18). The basili-
ca 1s oriented more or less towards the east, with a
slight deviation to the north. It is characterised by
a large broad nave, crowned with a massive apse,
semicircular inside and polygonal outside (the
so-called three-sided type). The aerial photo also
shows the massive stylobates of the inter-nave
supports. The aisles are about half the width of the
nave’s span. The photo also shows three annexes,
added to the temple, two to the north aisle and one
to the south aisle.

The dimensions of the building can only be esti-
mated approximately because of the nature of the
source. Some characteristic topographic elements
captured in the archival aerial photo (Figs. 17-18)
are still visible on modern satellite images (Figs.
19-20) available in Google Earth program. This
allows us to estimate the approximate dimensions
of the building. Based on this we conclude that the
length of the basilica could be about 25 m, while
the width of the main body of the building, which
was formed by three naves, we estimate at about
18 m (width of the nave at 8 m and width of the
aisles at 5 m).

Based on the archival aerial photo (Fig. 18) and
analyses of the size of the examined building,
made based on scaled references of elements of
this area, appearing on Google Earth satellite
images (Fig. 20), we made a preliminary sketch
of the spatial layout of the walls of the basilica’s
main building and added to it annexes (Fig. 21).
The spatial layout of the object allows for the for-
mulation of preliminary conclusions regarding the
reconstruction of the liturgical space, performed
in individual rooms. Annexes added to the main
body of the temple can be interpreted as pastro-
phoria. They were two-sided sacristies located on
both sides of the altar. On the right, usually the
southern side — in buildings with a classic orien-
tation — there was a diaconion (annex C in Fig.

16 The photos are available on the Turkish portal “Harita Genel
Komutanlig1” at www.hgk.msb.gov.tr.
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iic nefli -5 duvarli- bazilika tipi”) olarak anilan
kutsal anitsal mimari tislubu ile yapilmiglardir.?!
Bu uygulamalar MS 5. - 7. yiizyillar igerisinde
yaygin olarak goriilmektedir.??

Hiristiyan Bazilikalar ilk olarak MS 313 yilinda
Lateran’da Aziz John i¢in kurulan tapmak ile or-
taya ¢ikmustir. MS 4. yiizyildan 6. yiizyila kadar
batidan doguya insa edilmis tiim bazilikalar pat-
riklige ve piskoposluga ait manastir yapilaridir.
Bunlarin énemli bir kism1 MS 4. yiizyilda ingaa
edilmistir. Ancak sonraki iki yiizy1l boyunca da
yogun bigimde insa edilmislerdir. MS 7. yilizyildan
sonra bu tipe uygun sadece birkag yap1 bilinmek-
tedir.?® Sonrasinda farkli gesitlerde yap1 gruplar
goriilmeye baglanmistir. Bunlar ii¢ koridorlu, tek
apsisli, transeptsiz, narteks boliimii olan, kolonlu
6n sundurmalara sahip bazilikalardur.

Bazilarinda Erken Donem Hiristiyan mimarisi-
nin karakteristik 6zelligi olan, Bat1 Roma kokenli
(Bat1 Hiristiyan tipi) yarim daire bi¢imli apsisler
ve bazilarmin distan ¢okgen, i¢ten yarmm daire
apsisleri vardir (Yunan-Bizans tipi). Bu tiir fark-
liliklar, Bizans’taki merkezle Dogu Kilisesi ile
iliskili gecis doneminin 6zelliklerini gostermek-
tedir. Dogu Roma Imparatorlugu’nda ve ézellikle
Yunanistan ve Balkanlar’da 5. - 7. yiizyilda ¢ok
popiilerdir. 2

Constantinopolis’te bu tip yap1 Ornekleri zaten
bilinmektedir.?* En sik atifta bulunulan ilk model,
MS 450 yilinda kurulan Studion Manastiri’ndaki
Vaftizci Yahya Bazilikasi’dir (Sek. 23a). Temel
ozelligi, her biri yedi siitundan olugan iki sira ile
ayrilmis ii¢ nefli bir i¢ bélmeye sahip kareye ben-
zer bir plandir. Apsis icte dairesel, dista ii¢ kose-
lidir. Girisi, kolonlara ¢evrili bir alanda narteksten
saglanir.?

Bu tipteki diger bir bazilika Pisidia Antiokhe-

21 Bazilika tipleri hakkinda bilgi i¢in bkz: Kalopissi Verti —
Panayotidi Kesisoglou 2010: 360-361.

22 Medeksza 2004e: 193; Stewart 1954: 9-35; Filarska 1983: 62-
65; Mango 1986: 38-39; Deichmann 1994: 70-75; Patricios 2014:
54-55,91-95, 116, 118-128, 134-145; there further references.

23 Patricios 2014: 49.

24 Medeksza 2004e: 193; Filarska 1983: 80-81, Figs. 114, 162.
25 Constantinopolis’teki diger kutsal yapilar i¢in bkz: van Millin-
gen 1912; Stewart 1954: 33-34, 64-84; Jantzen 1967; Kéhler 1967,
Mathews 1971; Mathews 1975; Mathews 2005; Mango 1972;
Mango 1986; Krautheimer 1974; Peschlow 1977; Strube 1984;
Mainstone 1988; Patricios 2014.

26 Mango 1986: 38-39.
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21). It was a room intended for storing vessels,
books and liturgical vestments. The room located
on the left, usually northern side of the altar — to-
prothesis (annex A in Fig. 21). It was intended for
the preparation of the Holy Mass. Skevophylakion
is the room in which the part of the Gifts which
were to be distributed as the Eucharist during the
Eucharistic liturgy was prepared. These were the
rooms where the Bringing Gifts ceremony, called
the Grand Entrance ceremony, began.!” Perhaps
this function was performed by the third annex (B
in Fig. 21).

Relics of the basilica are invisible on modern sat-
ellite images. The area of its location was covered
with soil and debris. We found this as a result of
surface research of the site. In one place, however,
a fragment of the wall (foundation?) of the build-
ing was visible on the surface, which we then ver-
ified by a test trench excavation. They are remains
of a huge wall made of hewn stone blocks bonded
by mortar. Below the ground surface seven layers
were unearthed of arranged on top of each other
levels of regularly worked stones. A wooden struc-
ture was discovered under the wall. It indicated
that the wall was built on wooden posts driven
vertically into the ground (Fig. 22). This was most
likely to prevent sinking the structure in wetland
soil.

Comparative and chronological analysis

Both the above objects are very similar in terms of
spatial layout, apse structure and size. These are
hall, three-aisled, basilica-type buildings, crowned
with a characteristic apse'®, semicircular inside
and polygonal outside (the so-called three-sided
type)." Similar features also had a third monu-
ment discovered at the Lake Kiigiik¢ekmece, i.c.

17 Kalinowski 2004: 206.

18 On the subject of apses typology, see also; Kalopissi Verti —
Panayotidi Kesisoglou 2010: 28.

19  The three-sided/polygonal form of the external part of the apse
is a characteristic feature of the early Christian basilicas of Cons-
tantinople (Grossmann - Michele 1973: 31 ff.), e.g. St. John the
Baptist called Studion, Chalkoprateia, the first church of the God’s
Wisdom, as well as the Justinian temple of Hagia Sophia, Saints
Sergius and Bacchus, Hagia Eirene. Its occurrence in temples ere-
cted in other centres of the empire is considered one of the signs of
the influence of the architectural concepts of the capital. It occurs
in imperial foundations in Asia Minor, in the Caucasus, in northern
Mesopotamia, through Syria and Palestine to Sinai, as well as in
the West. The apse of the church of San Giovanni a Porta Latina in
Rome is considered the best example of it (Deichmann 1994: 206).
This feature is also visible in the Byzantine architecture of several
temples of the Tauric Chersonesos in the Crimea (Medeksza
2004c).
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ia’dan bilinmekte ve Biiyiik Bazilika olarak anil-
maktadir (Sek. 23b, 24). Boyutlar1 70,47 m x
26,50 m’dir. Belirgin 6zelligi igte dairesel, dista
iic koseli apsise sahip olmasidir. Ayrica genis bir
nartekse sahiptir. Bu kilise Erken Hiristiyanlik
Doénemi’ne tarihlendirilir ve kokeni MS 4. yiizyila
dayanmakla birlikte MS 5. ya da 6. yiizyilda yeni-
den ingaa edilmistir.?’

Kirmm Khersonesos’ta alt1 bazilika tespit edilmisg-
tir (Sek. 23c-d, 25a-d). Bunlar: Tepe Bazilikasi
(MS 6. - 7. ylizyillar)®, Dogu Bazilika (MS 6. - 7.
yiizyillar), Bat1 Bazilika (MS 6. - 7. yiizyillar)®,
1932 Bazilikast (MS 6. - 7. yiizyillar), Katedral
Meydani’ndaki Bazilika (MS 6. yiizy1lin sonu) ve
Kuzey Bazilika’dir (MS 6. ylizy1l).** 15,6 ile 20
m araliginda geniglige ve 15,36 ile 30 m araligin-
da degigen uzunluga sahiptirler. Tiim bu yapilarin
Constantinopolis etkisinde kalarak yapildigi go-
rillmektedir.®' Bu klasik yapt modelinin diizenine
bakildiginda Kiigiikcekmece’de tespit edilen yapi-
lar ile benzerlikler tagidig1 goriilmektedir. Ayrica
boyut yoniinden de yakinlik gostermektedir.

Firuzkdy Yarimadasi’nda giin 1s18ina ¢ikarilan
kalintilarin analizi de insa edildigi donemin daha
kesin olarak belirlenmesi agisindan 6nemli bilgi-
ler saglamistir. Ayrica gl etrafinda tespit edilen
diger yapilar da bu verileri desteklemektedir. Bu
binanin diger bir 6zelligi, apsis duvarlarinin, ekle-
rin ve stylobatlarin tabaninin ingasidir. Biyiik ve
islenmis kayalardan yapilmiglardir. Kenarlarinda
yamuk formda oluklar bulunmaktadir. Bunlar,
s6zii edilen kirlangickuyrugu kenet ile birlestirme
tekniginin karakteristigidir (Sek. 7).

Constantinopolis’e benzer bigimde insa edilen mer-
kezi tip binalardan birinde benzer teknik ¢oziimler
kullamldig1 goriilmektedir.®* Pisidia Antiokheia’da

27  Ayrtili bilgi i¢in ayrica bkz: Demirer 2006.

28  Ayrntili bilgi i¢in ayrica bkz: Medeksza 2004b; Jlocuubkuii
2015.

29  Aynntili bilgi i¢in ayrica bkz: Medeksza 2004a.

30 Medeksza 2004¢: 195; ayrica bkz: Medeksza - Rozpgdowski
2004.

31 Kalinowski 2004: 205.

32 Taslarn birlestirilmesi teknigi (kirlangigkuyrugu tipi olarak
anilir Klasik Yunan Dénemi’nden Bizans’a kadar yapilan bir is-
lemdir. Kenetler basta ahsap, sonrasinda demir (kursun ile birlikte)
olarak kullanilmistir. Bilgi i¢in ayrica bkz: Martin 1965: 241-247;
Ginouves - Martin 1985: 109, Res. 28.3-4; Miiller Wiener 1988:
89; Hellmann 1992: 84-87; Hellmann 2002: 94, Res. 108; Adam
2008: 57, Res. 126-127; Babraj 2013: 72-74, Res. 15; Babraj -
Szymanska 2013: 173.

the basilica in Rhegion (Fig. 2). These are three-
aisled basilicas of the Greek-Byzantine type (so-
called timber-roofed basilica type subtype five
— three-aisled basilica?), characteristic of sacred
architecture in the 5%-7% century AD.?!

The Christian Basilica was born in Rome exactly
in 313 AD together with the foundation of the tem-
ple dedicated to St. John in Lateran. The basilicas
were from the 4™ to the 6% century AD inclusive —
both in the West and in the East — the basic type of
patriarchal, episcopal and monastic temple build-
ings. A significant number of them were erected
already in the 4™ century AD. However, they were
most intensively built during the next two centu-
ries. From the 7" century AD we know only a few
temples of this type®?. They were erected in a large
number of different variants. There were three-
aisled, single-apse, without transept, with nartex,
with column inter-nave porticos basilicas.

Some of them had semicircular apses, characteris-
tic of early Christian architecture, of West Roman
origin (West Christian type); and some of them
had apses polygonal outside and semicircular in-
side (Greek-Byzantine type). These types of solu-
tions are characteristic of the basilica of the Greek
type of the transitional period, associated with
the Eastern Church with the centre in Byzantium.
They were very popular in the 5"-7% century in the
eastern Roman Empire, and especially in Greece
and the Balkans.?

Classic examples of this type of building are
known primarily from nearby Constantinople.?
The first most frequently cited model is the basili-
ca of St. John the Baptist in the monastery Studion
(Fig. 23a), founded around 450 AD. Its basic fea-
ture is the plan similar to a square, with an internal

20  On the basilicas typology, see also; Kalopissi Verti — Panayoti-
di Kesisoglou 2010: 360-361.

21 Medeksza 2004e: 193; more on the subject of early Christian
basilicas, see also; Stewart 1954: 9-35; Filarska 1983: 62-65; Man-
g0 1986: 38-39; Deichmann 1994: 70-75; Patricios 2014: 54-55,
91-95, 116, 118-128, 134-145; there further references.

22 Patricios 2014: 49.

23 Medeksza 2004e: 193. Examples are also known from
Palestine. These are the Basilica of Eleon on the Mount of Olives
— erected over the rock of Christ’s preaching in the 4" century AD
and the Basilica in Emmaus (Filarska 1983: 80-81, Figs. 114, 162).
24 On the sacred buildings of Constantinople, see also; van
Millingen 1912; Stewart 1954: 33-34, 64-84; Jantzen 1967; Kéhler
1967; Mathews 1971; Mathews 1975; Mathews 2005; Mango
1972; Mango 1986; Krautheimer 1974; Peschlow 1977; Strube
1984; Mainstone 1988; Patricios 2014.
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MS 5. yiizyilda insaa edilen yapi, MS 6. yiizyilda
Aziz Euphemia kilise-martyrionuna donistiiriil-
miistiir.3 Benzer bir baglik formu ise Theodosius
Forumu’nda bulunmustur** Ayrica diger Bizans
yerlesimlerinde de 6rneklerin varoldugunu bilmek-
teyiz. Oldukea ilging bir 6rnek Kuzey Kilise’dir
(Pisidia Antiokheia) (Sek. 26-28). Bu yapt MS 6.
yiizy1lin sonuna tarihlenmektedir. Bu binanin mo-
lozlan arasindan ¢ikarilan mimari pargalara (yapi-
sal ve dekoratif elemanlar) ait kalintilar, yap1 i¢in
¢ok onemli bir bilgi kaynagidir. Buluntulardan biri,
bir disk veya kiire iizerine yerlestirilmis Latin Hag1
motifiyle siislenmis devasa ciborium veya templon
gecitinin kose kismmin bir pargasidir (Sek. 10a).3

Ek olarak, binanin molozunda biiyiik olasilikla
templona ait dort korkuluk paneli elemani bu-
lunmustur.’® En iyi korunmus olani, bir tarafinda
biiyiik bir Latin Ha¢1 oyulmus ve diger tarafinda
diskte benzer bir isaret yazili bulunan bilyiik bir
paneldir (Sek. 11a).*” Isaret bir tarafta diiz yiize is-
lenmis, diger tarafta gember i¢ine alinmustir.

Ikinci panelde bir taraf Latin Hag1 ile siislenmistir,
diger tarafinda ise bir zamanlar i¢eride olan muhte-
melen khristogrami ¢evreleyen bir dairenin kenar1
goriilmektedir (Sek. 11b). Ugiincii panel de beyaz
mermerden yapilmistir. Bir tarafinda daire igine
yerlestirilmis Latin Hag1 isareti, diger tarafinda
ise gizli khristogram (iota-khi) vardir (orjinalinde
alt1 sarmagik yapragindan olusmasi gerekir) (Sek.
11c).*® Korkuluk panosunun son kismi bir tarafta
hag isareti, diger tarafinda sarmasik yapragi ile bi-
ten bir dal pargasi ile siislenmistir (Sek. 29).

Bazilikanin yikintilar1 arasinda akantus yaprak-
lar1 ile bezenmis iki kiigiik siitun baghig1 parcasi
bulunmustur (Sek. 8b, 9b). Bu, iscilik agisindan
benzersiz sekilde ¢ok iyi dekore edilmis bir kom-
pozit-Theodosian bashigna aittir (Sek. 8a).*

33 Bardill 1997: 88, Res. 12.

34 Miiller Wiener 1977: 263, Res. 298.

35 Kiire iizerine yerlestirilen hag hakkinda sembolik bilgi i¢in
bkz: Deichmann 1994: 237.

36 Korkuluk panelleri i¢in bkz: Firatli 1951; Ulbert 1969; Whar-
ton Epstein 1981; Kalopissi Verti — Panayotidi Kesisoglou 2010:
403, Res. 820, Patricios 2014: 81-83.

37 Bir tarafinda kiire i¢inde hag ve diger tarafinda isaretler ile
bezenmis olan korkuluk paneli genel olarak MS 6. yiizyila tarihlen-
mistir. Barsanti 1989: 198-199; Biernacki 2009: 65).

38 Khristogram (iota-chi) hakkinda daha ayrintili bilgi igin bkz:
Stanistawski 2018.

39 Siitun basliklar1 i¢in bkz: Deichmann 1994: 185; Biernacki
2009: 40-42.
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division into three aisles, separated by two rows of
seven columns each, crowned with an apse in the
east — semicircular inside and polygonal outside,
with space separated at the entrance — nartex and
preceded by a courtyard surrounded by a colon-
nade - an atrium.?

Another famous basilica temple of this type is the
church of St. Paul in Antioch in Pisidia in central
Anatolia, also called the Great Basilica (Figs. 23b,
24). Its dimensions are 70.47 x 26.50 m. It is also
characterised by the classic three-aisled system,
an apse semicircular inside and hexagonal outside,
a spacious nartex. The Great Basilica of Antioch
in Pisidia is dated to the early Christian period.
Its origins date back to the end of the 4" century
AD, and then it was rebuilt in the 5" - 6™ centuries
AD‘zfv

A number of similar temples were discovered in
many provincial centres of the empire. Their ex-
ceptional concentration occurs in the Tauric Cher-
sonesos in the Crimea. As many as six temples of
this type were unearthed there (Figs. 23c-d, 25a-
d). They are: Basilica on the Hill (6" - 7" centu-
ry AD)?, Eastern Basilica (6™ -7" century AD),
Western Basilica (6" - 7" century AD)*, Basili-
ca of 1932 (6™ - 7% century AD), Basilica in the
Square at the Cathedral (end of the 6™ century
AD) and Northern Basilica (6™ century AD).? It
is believed that all of them show the influence of
Constantinople construction®. The sizes of these
buildings range from 15.6 to 20 m wide and from
15.35 to 30 m long.

This type of classic design, judging by the layout
of the building walls and the shape of the apse, oc-
curs in the case of all three basilicas discovered at
the Lake Kiiglikgekmece. The above temples are
also very close to the basilicas of Chersonesos in
terms of size.

An analysis of the relics of the object unearthed on
the Firuzkdy peninsula also provided information
important for a more precise determination of the

25 Mango 1986: 38-39.

26 Demirer 2006.

27 Medeksza 2004b; Jlocuupbkuii 2015.

28 Medeksza 2004a.

29 Medeksza 2004e: 195; Medeksza - Rozpgdowski 2004.
30 Kalinowski 2004: 205.
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I¢c dekorasyonda kullanilan diger unsurlara baki-
tigimizda gift tarafli masif paneller ve iki tastyict
parcas1 goriiliir. Bunlar son derece 6zel bir mal-
zeme olan verde antico mermerinden tretilmistir
(Sek. 15-16). Bu elemanlar altar1 olusturan parca-
larda kullanilmig olabilir.*® Genel olarak kullani-
lan beyaz mermere gore yesil rengiyle gbze garp-
maktadir.

Bahsedilen mermerden yapilmis mimari detayla-
rin Gislup 6zellikleri MS 5. - 7. ylizyillara 6zgiidiir.
Bu donemde, 6zellikle I. Iustinianus doneminde
ingaatlarin biiyiik gelisimi sirasinda, benzer “ki-
lise mobilyalar1” 6zellikle popiilerdi (527-565).4!
Bi¢im bakimindan birbirine benzeyen ve ayni
iislupta bezenmis eserler olduk¢a fazladir. Cons-
tantinopolis’in bugiin hala var olan yapilarinda,
ozellikle Ayasofya’da®’, Aziz Sergius ve Bacc-
hus® kilisesinde ve Aya Irini Kilisesi’nde gériil-
mektedir.*

Yukarida yaptigimiz analizler sonucunda (tas is¢i-
ligi, birlestirme teknikleri, i¢ dekorasyon pargalari
ve kronolojik tanimlamalar) 8. alanda ortaya ¢ika-
rilan yapmin MS 6. yiizyilda 1. Tustinianus done-
minde imar edildigi anlagilmaktadir.

Yapinin ingaasi gibi tahrip oldugu dénemi de ta-
nimlayabiliriz. Yapinin deprem neticesinde zarar
gordiigiinii kanitlayan, ¢at1 ¢okmesi sonucu mo-
loz altinda kalmug iki iskeletin varlig1 bilinmekte-
dir. Bu trajik 61im sonucunda iskeletler iizerinde
MS 6. yiizyila tarihlenen iki kiipe, bir yiiziik ve
bir sikke bulunmustur. Sikke, I. Tustinianus done-
mine tarihlenmektedir. Kirik halde cam beherler,
siseler ve kaseler (olasilikla torensel kaplar) kro-
nolojiye uygun olarak apsis i¢erisinde bulunmus-
tur. Bu buluntular MS 5. - 7. yiizyillar arasina ta-
rihlendirilmektedir.* Tiim bu buluntular 1s18inda,
kilisenin MS 6. yiizyilda tamamiyla yikildig: ve
tekrar insaa edilmedigini sdylemek miimkiindiir.

Bu felaketin, MS 557 yilinda gerceklestigi bilinen
biiyiik bir deprem sonucu oldugu géz ardi edile-

40 Barsanti - Guiglia 2010: 73-75, Res. 69-70).

41 1. Iustinianus doneminde imar faaliyetleri doruk noktasina
ulasmustir. Bkz: Deichmann 1961; Deichmann 1994: 216).

42 Bkz: Jantzen 1967; Kéhler 1967; Mainstone 1988.

43 Bkz: Mango 1972; Krautheimer 1974; Mathews 2005.

44 Aynntili bilgi i¢in bkz: Jantzen 1967; Kdhler 1967; Mainstone
1988.

45 Atik - Ozkilg 2017: 329.

time in which it was built, and it is possible that
also for the other two buildings from the lake area.

A feature of this building is the construction of
the base of the apse walls, annex and stylobates.
They were made of massive hewn boulders. On
their edges occur grooves of a trapezoidal shape.
They are characteristic of the so-called swallow-
tail cramps blocks joining technique (Fig. 7).

Analogous technical solutions were used in one of
the central type buildings erected in neighbouring
Constantinople.’! This is the palace of Antiochos,
built at the beginning of the 5" century AD, trans-
formed in the 6™ century AD into the church-mar-
tyrion of St. Euphemia.*? Another capital example
of use of this technique comes from the Theodo-
sius Forum.** We also know similar solutions from
Byzantine provinces. A particularly interesting ex-
ample is the so-called Northern Church (basilica)
in Antioch in Pisidia (Figs. 26-28). This building is
dated at the end of the 6™ century AD. The source
of information about the time when the object was
created are also fragments of architectural details
(structural elements and interior design), made of
marble, discovered in the rubble of this building.
A special artefact is fragment of the corner part
of the massive ciborium arcade or templon portal,
decorated with the motif of Latin cross placed on
a disc or globe (Fig. 10a).3*

In addition, four elements of balustrade panels,
most likely of templon, were found in the rubble
of the building.> The best preserved is a large
panel with a big Latin cross carved on one side,
and an analogous mark inscribed in the disc on the

31 The technique of connecting stone blocks with pins called
swallowtail cramps one (in Greek a. ITehexivog (8), in Latin Secu-
ricula) was already used by the Greeks in ancient times. Pins were
made of hard wood (oak, olive or cedar). However, since the 6™
century BC in addition to wood, lead was also used. This technique
was also used in Hellenistic times. At that time, however, the pins
were made of iron. In Roman times, this technique was to be used
only occasionally. See also; Martin 1965: 241-247; Ginouves -
Martin 1985: 109, Fig. 28.3-4; Miiller Wiener 1988: 89; Hellmann
1992: 84-87; Hellmann 2002: 94, Fig. 108; Adam 2008: 57, Figs.
126-127; Babraj 2013: 72-74, Fig. 15; Babraj - Szymanska 2013:
173. The technique of connecting stone blocks called swallowtail
cramps one is also found in Byzantine construction.

32 Bardill 1997: 88, Fig. 12.

33 Miiller Wiener 1977: 263, Fig. 298.

34 On the symbolism of the cross emerging from disc-globe, see
Deichmann 1994: 37.

35 On the balustrade panels, see also; Firatli 1951; Ulbert 1969;
Wharton Epstein 1981; Kalopissi Verti — Panayotidi Kesisoglou
2010: 403, Fig. 820, while on templons, see Patricios 2014: 81-83.
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mez. Ayn1 donemde Kiigiikgekmece Golii’niin gii-
neydogu bolgesinde bulunan Rhegion’da da ¢ok
say1da binanin yikildig1 bilinmektedir (Sek. 1). Bu
felaketin etkileri, ¢ok sayida Bizans’l1 yazar tara-
findan tarif edilmistir.

Kigilikgekmece GOl civarinda tespit edilen her
ti¢ bazilikanin az ya da ¢ok ayni dénemde ingaa
edildigini ve bu siirecin ingaa aktivitelerinin en
yogun oldugu I. Tustinianus dénemine denk geldi-
gini kabul edebiliriz. Bizans yazili kaynaklarinda
(MS 7. - 10. yiizyillara ait) Rhegion ve ¢evresinde
bulunan en az dort kilise hakkinda bilgi edinmek-
teyiz.*

Bunlardan ilki, MS 5. yiizyilin ikinci yarisinda
Ayasofya’nin yoneticisi ve kurucu Aziz Marci-
anus olan sehit olan Aziz Stratonicus’a adanan
tapinaktir.*’” Theophanes the Confessor’e® gore
12 Kasim 557’de biiyiik bir depremle® yok oldu-
gu bilinen yap1 Constantinopolis civarinda belir-
tilmistir. Bilinen kayitlara gére en biiyiik yikim
Hebdomon’un (simdiki Bakirkdy) diger tarafinda
ve Ozellikle de taninmaz hale gelen Rhegion’da
meydana gelmistir.*

Rhegion’da bildigimiz ikinci Aziz Callinicus’a
(sehit) adanan kilise de bu felaket sirasinda yikil-
mustir. Ancak sadece bir kaynakta ytkimdan bah-
sedilmistir.>' Biiyiik olasilikla, yazili kaynaklarin
yazarlari, yukarida belirtilen tapmaklarin ilerideki
kaderinden bahsetmiyor olmalidir.>? Potansiyel
olarak, bu nedenle, yeniden inga edilip edilmedigi
sorusu, bize yalnizca arkeolojik arastirmalar vere-
bilir.

46  Bkz: Life of Saint Theodora of Caesarea, T'oitdvov T'avviod
1940: 135-136; Kiilzer 2008: 615. Synaxarion of Constantinople
(Synaksarion, Aralik 29, MS 353-356). Synaksarion’a gore, bah-
sidilen Aziz Anne manastirinin nerede oldugunu séylemek zordur.
Anlatilan siirece gore orjinal mezarin giiniimiiz Kapadokya Bolge-
si’nde aranmasi gerekir. Bkz: Ogan - Mansel 1942; Kiilzer 2008:
617; Codex Theodosianus, II1.1.5; Teofilakt Simokatta, V.16.9-10;
Constantine Porphyrogenitus, DC, 495.

47  Ayrica bkz: Symeon Metaphrastes, 17: 449; B. Janin 1969:
22-23,106-107, 135, 153, 262, 412, 478-479, 558, 564; Berger
1988: 444-447.

48 Theophanes the Confessor, AM 6050, 231, satir 22-24.

49  Modern arastirmacilar burada olusan depremin biiyiikligiiniin
6.4 oldugunu bildirmektedir. Bkz: Guidoboni vd. 2018. Ayrica bkz:
Downey 1955: 598.

50 Malalas, XVIII.124, 419; Agathias, V.3, 166-168; Theophanes
the Confessor, AM 6050: 231-232.

51 Theophanes the Confessor, AM 6050: 231, satir 22-24.

52 Ayrica bakimiz: Chronicle by Theophanes the Confessor (6rn.
AM 6051). Bkz: Theophanes the Confessor, AM 6051: 234, satir
26-28. Bkz: Janin 1964: 445; Kiilzer 2008: 325. Bkz: Mango 1990:
32-33.
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other side (Fig. 11a).>® On one side the mark was
placed on plain surface, while on the other it was
inscribed in a circle.

The second fraction of the panel is adorned on one
side with the image of a Latin cross (a fragment of
one beam survived), and on the other survived the
edge of a circle probably surrounding the christo-
gram (Fig. 11b) which was once inside. The third
panel is also made of white marble. It has a mark
of a Latin cross carved on one side, placed in a
circle, and on the other side the so-called hidden
chrysogram iota-chi (it was originally composed
of six ivy leaves arranged in a circle, from which
chrysogram emerged”’) (Fig. 11c). The last frac-
tion of the balustrade panel is decorated with a
cross mark on one side and a fragment of branch
ending with ivy leaf on the other (Fig. 29).

Two small fractions of capitals, decorated with
acanthus leaves, also come from the rubble of the
building (Figs. 8b, 9b). A unique product in terms
of craftsmanship is the composite-Theodosian
capital®®, finely decorated. It survived in several
pieces of different sizes, carved and polished on
the surface (Fig. 8a).

Against the background of marble elements of the
interior design stands out, due to the raw mate-
rial used, a fragment of a double-sided massive
panel (fragments of Latin crosses on both sides
of it are preserved) and two posts. These artefacts
were made of the exclusive verde antico marble
(Figs. 15-16). It is likely that they could be relics
of a box on which the mensa of the altar rested*’,
which was made of another raw material, distin-
guished by a green colour against the background
of other white elements of the temple’s decor.

The stylistic features of the aforementioned archi-

36 Balustrade panels decorated on one side with a Latin cross
and on the other with the same mark inscribed in the disc are dated
mainly to the 6th century AD (Barsanti 1989: 198-199; Biernacki
2009: 65).

37 More on the subject of templons and other artefacts decorated
with the so-called “hidden” christogram iota-chi, see also; Sta-
nistawski 2018, there further references.

38 On composite-Theodosian capitals, see also; Deichmann
1994: 185; Biernacki 2009: 40-42.

39 An identical slab decorated in the same way and two posts
made of the same green marble were discovered during excavations
of the church of St. John the Baptist in Hebdomon. However, these
artefacts are interpreted as the pulpit remains (Barsanti - Guiglia
2010: 73-75, Figs. 69-70).
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Yazili kaynaklarda adi gegen iigiincii kilise, MS
7. yilizyilin ikinci yarisinin basindan itibaren bazi
siyasi olaylarin yasandigi yer olarak kaydedilmis-
tir. Ikinci olarak, MS 8 Eyliil 656’da Rhegion’daki
Aziz Theodore manastirina ulagilmasi ve burada
hiikiimdarla uzlagsmaya ikna edilme olaylar1 an-
latilmistir.>® Rhegion’da bildigimiz kiliselerin so-
nuncusu “ilk havarilere” adanmis tapmaktir.>* Bu
merkez, VII. Constantinus tarafindan yazilan 1.
Basileios un (h.867-886) kasideli biyografisinde
yer alir. Ondan, Basileios’un zamaninda bu tapi-
nagin ¢dkmek iizere durumda ve inananlar i¢in
erisilemez oldugunu 6greniyoruz. Bu nedenle, hii-
kiimdar bu yap1y1 sifirdan yeniden insa edecek ve
boylece sonsuz ihtisam1 kazanacakti.>

Metinlerde iki kez Rhegion® ifadesi yer almis olsa
da, tapmagmn konumu hakkinda Rhegion’a yakin®’
ifadesi yer almistir. Bu agiklama, bu manastirin
konumu Rhegion’a gore belirlenmis olmasina rag-
men, merkezinde degil, ona bagl (idari/mekansal)
alan i¢inde yer aldigini diisiindiirmektedir. Biiyiik
olasilikla Aziz Theodoros’un ibadet yeri bagka
hicbir yazili kayitta gegmemektedir. Arastirmanin
mevcut asamasinda, yukaridaki hipotezi dogrula-
mak zordur.

Rhegion’da bildigimiz kiliselerin sonuncusu, “ilk
havarilere” adanan tapmaktir.>® Bu merkez, VII.
Constantinus (h. MS 913-959) tarafindan yazilan I.
Basileios’un (h. MS 867-886) kasideli yasaminda
goriilmektedir. Kaynaktan, Basileios zamaninda
bu tapmagin yikilmak {izere oldugunu ve inananlar
icin erisilemez kaldigin1 6greniyoruz. Bu nedenle
hiikiimdar, bu yapiy1 sifirdan yeniden insa edecek
ve boylece sonsuz ihtisami1 kazanmig olacaktir.®

Basileios’un bu alandaki tek ingaat girisiminin bu
olmadigini agik¢a belirtmekte fayda goriilmekte-

53 The Dispute between Maximus the Confessor and Theodosius
2002: 8-10: 104, 106, 108; 12-15,: 110, 112, 114, 116. Ayrica; The
Dispute between Maximus the Confessor and Theodosius — Life of
Maximus the Confessor (second review), 2005: Boliim 32: 101, BC
and Life of Maximus the Confessor (third review), 2003: Boliim
40: 122, verse 1074 - 124, verse 1087.

54  Constantine Porphyrogenitus, Vita Basilii, 94: 306, verse 11.
55 Constantine Porphyrogenitus, Vita Basilii, 94: 306, verses 11-
14.

56 The Dispute between Maximus the Confessor and Theodosius,
§8, 104; §8, 116.

57 The Dispute between Maximus the Confessor and Theodosius,
§9, 106.

58 Constantine Porphyrogenitus, Vita Basilii, 94: 306, verse 11.
59 Constantine Porphyrogenitus, Vita Basilii, 94: 306, verses
11-14.

tectural details made of marble are specific of the
5h. 7% ¢, AD. At that time, similar “church furni-
ture” was particularly popular, especially during
the great development of construction under the
reign of Justinian I*° (527-565 AD). Artefacts
analogous in terms of form and decorated in the
same style are very numerous. They occur in the
buildings of Constantinople that still exist today,
especially in Hagia Sophia*', Saints Sergius and
Bacchus* or Hagia Eirene* churches. We also
know them from many Byzantine objects dated to
the same time, discovered during excavations in

various regions of the empire.

Based on the above analyses (dating of analogous
buildings and objects erected using the so-called
swallowtail cramps joining technique, chronolo-
gy of marble artefacts decorated according to the
same stylistic patterns), as well as other findings
regarding dating of settlement on site I, we believe
that the basilica was created in the 6™ century AD,
most probably during the reign of Justinian 1.

We can also specify the time when the temple was
finally destroyed. This followed an earthquake.
This is evidenced by two human skeletons, un-
earthed under the rubble of the collapsed roof of
the building. One of the tragically dead people
had two earrings, a ring and a coin. The time of
creation of the jewellery was determined as the 6™
century. Also from this time comes the coin which
was minted during the reign of Justinian 1. Bro-
ken glass beakers, flasks and bowls (probably el-
ements of liturgical tableware?) discovered in the
church apse are also a chronological indication.
The age of these artefacts was determined as the
5%~ 7% centuries AD.* Based on the above finds,
it can be assumed that the temple was finally de-
stroyed in the 6™ century AD.

It cannot be ruled out that the disaster was the result
of a great earthquake in 557. It led to the collapse
of many buildings in nearby Rhegion, located on
the southeast shore of Lake Kiigiikgekmece (Fig.

40 During the reign of Justinian I the architecture of Constan-
tinople reached the peak of development, as evidenced by the
famous buildings with the Hagia Sofia at the forefront (Deichmann
1961: Deichmann 1994: 216).

41 See Jantzen 1967; Kihler 1967; Mainstone 1988.

42 See Mango 1972; Krautheimer 1974; Mathews 2005.

43 See Peschlow 1977.

44 Atik - Ozkiig 2017: 329.
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dir. VII. Constantinus’un bagka bir ¢alismasinda
gecen ve bizzat kendisinin de denetlemesi gereken
Rhegion’da® kurdugu képriidden s6z edebiliriz.®!
Diger bazilika/kiliselerde oldugu gibi, Aziz Pet-
rus Kilisesi hakkindaki bilgimiz de sadece MS 10.
yiizytldan kalma bu tek tanikliga dayanmaktadir,
ancak soz konusu merkezin bu tapmagmn tadilat-
¢isinin torunu tarafindan belirtildigini vurgulamak
gerekir.

Benzer bir iliski, yukarida bahsedilen Aziz Strato-
nikos’a adanan tapinak durumunda da mevcut ola-
bilir. Clinkii MS 10. yiizyilda Aziz Marcianus’un
faziletlerini ve dindarligin1 vurgulamak isteyen
Symeon Metaphrastes, ¢oktan unutulmus ve artik
islemeyen bir yapidan neden s6z edebilir? Bu goz-
lemi, MS 559°da®? Dekaton’daki Aziz Stratonikos
bolgesinin isleyisinden bahsederek birlestirmek,
MS 557 depreminden sonra bu kiliseyi yeniden
inga etme hipotezi igin bize potansiyel bir argii-
man verebilir.

Kiiciikgekmece Goli’nde kesfedilen ii¢ bazilika-
dan birinin ad1 gegen yazili kaynaklarda adi gecen
tapinaklardan biri olmasi muhtemeldir. Bu tapi-
naklarin potansiyel tespitinin son derece 6nemli
bir belirleyicisi, arkeolojik buluntuda da fark edi-
lebilecek olan MS 557 depremine iliskin veriler-
dir.

Bizim tarafimizdan bilinen Bizans Dénemi’ne ait
yer adlarinin yoklugunda, giiniimiiz Firuzkoy Ya-
rimadasi’nin alanlarini tanimlayan® bu alanin ida-
ri ve mekansal baglantisin1 da dikkate almak gere-
kir. Bu konuda ilging bir referans, Aziz Theodoros
Manastiri’nin Rhegion ya da ¢evresinde oldugunu
gosteren kayittir. Cogu durumda, adi gegen kili-
selerden kaynaklarda yalnizca bir kez bahsedil-
mistir. Ancak Kiigciikgekmece Goli’niin ana mer-
kezi olan Bu referanslarin daha genis baglamina

60 Prokopius’a gore, I. Iustinianus déneminde burada mevcut
olan ahsap bir koprii, tas bir kopritye doniistiiriilmiistiir. Bkz: Pro-
kopius, IV.8.16. MS 9. yiizy1l i¢erisinde harap olmasinin ardindan
Basileios I tarafindan Via Egnatia’nin bir pargasi olarak yeniden
ingaa edilmistir.

61 Constantine Porphyrogenitus, DAI, 51: 246, satir 9-10, 18-19.
62 Bkz: Dipnot 51.

63  Arastirmanin su asamasinda, Bizans Dénemi’nde bu bolgede
bildigimiz bir¢ok yer adinin spesifik yerini kesin olarak belirlemek
hala zor olmaktadir. Buradaki ek bir zorluk, farkli dsnemlerde
meydana gelen ve potansiyel olarak ayni yeri tanimlayan isimlerin
taninmasidir. Andreas Kiilzer (2008) tarafindan bu alanda yiiriitiilen
isim belirleme arastirmalari, gesitli kaynaklari kullanarak kapsamli
ve karsilastirmali ¢alismalarin bir parcasi olarak devam ettirilmeli
ve derinlestirilmelidir.
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1). The effects of this calamity were mentioned and
described by several Byzantine authors.

The above general formal features make it possi-
ble to formulate preliminary assumptions about
the chronology of the objects in question. We be-
lieve that it was built in the period between the 4™
and 6™ centuries AD inclusive, and most probably
during the period of construction activity carried
out by Justinian I. Analogous forms, similar sizes
as well as location in the same microregion sug-
gest that all three basilicas from Lake Kiiciikgek-
mece could have been erected more or less in the
same period. In Byzantine written sources (from
the 7t -
at least four churches located in Rhegion and its

10™ c. AD) we can find information about
surroundings.®

The first of them was the temple dedicated to St
Stratonicus — the martyr, which founder suppos-
edly was St. Marcian — the administrator of Hagia
Sofia in the second half of the 5" century AD.*
According to Theophanes the Confessor?’, this
church was destroyed by great earthquake on De-
cember 14, 557 AD. This event* destroyed many
buildings in and around Constantinople. Accord-
ing to known records, the largest destruction oc-
curred on the other side of Hebdomon (current-
ly Bakirkoy), and especially in Rhegion, which
changed beyond recognition.®

45  Athena Gaitanu-Gianniu, followed by Andreas Kiilzer in this
context also mention the church and monastery of St. Anne, known
from the Life of Saint Theodora of Caesarea (I aitévov T'avviod
1940: 135-136; Kiilzer 2008: 615). Synaxarion of Constantinople
(December 29, 4) says that Theodora was given to the monastery of
St. Anne in Rigidion (‘Pryidiov/Pnyidiov). She was supposed to be
become the wife of one of the sons of Leo III (emperor in the years
717-741), as a result of which she was transported to Constanti-
nople. Ultimately, however, the marriage did not take place, and
Theodora left the capital returning to the monastery by ship (see
also; Synaxarion, December 29, 4, 353-356 AD). Based on the
excerpt from the Synaxarion itself it is difficult to say where this
monastery of St. Anne was located. However, the logic of the nar-
rative indicated that this place should be sought rather in the place
of origin of St. Theodora, i.e. near Caesarea (in Cappadocia?).

As archaeological research shows, there was also a chapel in
Rhegion’s palace known from written sources. See also; Ogan -
Mansel 1942; Kiilzer 2008: 617. On palace in Rhegion, see e.g.
Codex Theodosianus, I11.1.5; Theophylact Simocatta, V.16.9-10;
Constantine Porphyrogenitus, DC: 495.

46 Symeon Metaphrastes, 17, 449 B. It was also associated with
several other objects in Constantinople. See Janin 1969: 22-23,
106-107, 135, 153, 262, 412, 478-479, 558, 564; Berger 1988: 444-
447 seq., 632.

47 Theophanes the Confessor, AM 6050, 231, verses 22-24.

48 Modern researchers attribute magnitude 6.4 (X intensity level)
on the Mercalli scale to this earthquake. See Guidoboni et al. 2018.
See also Downey 1955: 598.

49 Malalas, XVIII. 124, 419; Agathias, V.3: 166-168; Theophanes
the Confessor, AM 6050, 231-232.
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dayanarak, bu tapinaklar1 “Rhegion’a yerlestiren
yazarlarin kaynaklar1 hakkinda daha fazla bir ey
soylemek miimkiin degildir.** Rhegion’un bazen
bu alanin batisinda tespit edilen yer/yerlesimler
ve alanlar i¢in de bir referans noktasi olabilecegi
ihtimali reddedilmemelidir.

Bu boyutta, orada bulunan bazilikalar ger¢ekten
de Bizans kaynaklarinin bahsi gegen tasvirlerine
konu olabilir. Sonu, MS 6. yiizy1l depremi, belki
de MS 557 felaketi olan Firuzkdy Yarimadasi’nda
(Sek. 12) yapilan kazilarda ortaya ¢ikarilan bazili-
kaya burada 6zellikle dikkat edilmelidir.

SONUC

Kigilikgekmece Golii’nde tasarim ve boyut olarak
birbirine ¢ok benzeyen ii¢ bazilika bulunmus-
tur. Bunlar, 6zellikle Constantinopolis’in MS 4.
yiizyildan MS 6. yiizyila hatta MS 7. yiizyila ait
kutsal mimarisine 6zgli Yunan-Bizans bazilika-
laridir. Bu yapilar hem yakindaki bagkentte hem
de Bizans Imparatorlugu’nun diger merkezlerin-
de bir dizi analojiyle uyusmaktadir. Kirim’daki
Khersonesos’ta bulunan birkag tapinagin arasinda
ozellikle yakin bir benzerlik gézlemlenmistir. Bu
makalede incelenen ii¢ kilisenin de ayni zaman-
larda insa edilmis olmasi kuvvetle muhtemeldir.
Firuzkdy Yarimadasi’nda ortaya ¢ikarilan bazili-
kanin i¢ tasariminda yer alan mermer unsurlarin
iislubu, bunlarin MS 6. yiizyilda ve 6zellikle 1.
Iustinianus zamaninda ve yogun ingaat gelisimi
doneminde insa edilmis olabileceklerini goster-
mektedir. Bu yapilarin bazilarinin, tarihi kaynak-
lardan bildigimiz Rhegion sehrini yikan ve MS 6.
yiizyilda meydana gelen biiyiik deprem ile yikil-
dig1 bahsedilen tapmaklarla ayni olmas: kuvvetle
muhtemeldir.

64 Ornegin, Rhegion ve Dekaton’daki Aziz. Stratonikus’un
ibadet merkezlerinin belirlenmesi gerektigini varsayarsak, bu yerin
Rhegion kentinden yaklasik ii¢ mil (c. bes km) uzaklikta olmasi
gerekir.

The second church known to us in Rhegion ded-
icated to St. Callinicus (the martyr) was also de-
stroyed during this disaster. This, however, was
mentioned in only one source, mentioning only its
destruction.” Most likely, the authors of the writ-
ten sources do not mention the further fate of the
aforementioned temples.’! Potentially, therefore,
the question of whether they were rebuilt can only
give us archaeological research.

The third church, mentioned in written sources,
was noted as part of the description of events from
the beginning of the second half of the 7™ centu-
ry AD. It was one of the stages of the theological
struggle between the Emperor Constans II and
Maximus the Confessor. The latter, on Septem-
ber 8, 656 AD, was transported to the monastery
of St. Theodore in Rhegion, where he was to be
persuaded to reconcile with the ruler.’? A meeting
with Maximus of the delegation sent from Con-
stantinople took place in the church of the local
monastery, and specifically in the katatechume-
nion> of that temple.>*

Although the text twice says that this dispute took

2955

place “in Rhegion”*, the only direct mention of

the monastery itself indicates that it was “near
Rhegion”.*® This clarification would suggest that
although the location of this monastery was deter-
mined in relation to the Rhegion, this object was
not located in the centre itself, but within the area

50 Theophanes the Confessor, AM 6050: 231, verses 22-24.

51 Potentially about the further fate, if not the temple itself, then
perhaps the areas associated with it may treat a different excerpt
from the Chronicle by Theophanes the Confessor (i.e. AM 6051).
During the Slavs attack in 559 AD, the invaders retreated and stop-
ped in the district of St. Stratonicus in Dekaton (tapépntodayiov
Trpatovikoveicto Aékatov). See Theophanes the Confessor, AM
6051: 234, verses 26-28. Dekaton is an area located ten miles
(about fifteen km) from Constantinople, which would situate them
between Hebdomon (seven miles from the City) and Rhegion
(about twenty km from the City). As Cyril Mango and Roger Scott
have already pointed out (1997: 343, footnote 16), it may have
been the same centre of worship of St. Stratonicus, which Theop-
hanes mentioned in the description of the 557 AD earthquake. See
Janin 1964: 445; Kiilzer 2008: 325. See also Mango 1990: 32-33.
52 The Dispute between Maximus the Confessor and Theodo-
sius, §8-10: 104, 106, 108; §12-15: 110, 112, 114, 116; See also
later and based on the text of the The Dispute between Maximus
the Confessor and Theodosius — Life of Maximus the Confessor
(second review), 32, 101 BC and Life of Maximus the Confessor
(third review), 40: 122, verse 1074: 124, verse 1087.

53 le. aplace intended for catechumens.

54  The Dispute between Maximus the Confessor and Theodosius,
§10, 106.

55 The Dispute between Maximus the Confessor and Theodosius,
§8,104; §8, 116.

56 The Dispute between Maximus the Confessor and Theodosius,
§9, 106.
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dependent on it (administratively/spatially). Most
likely the place of worship of St. Theodore does
not appear in any other written record. At the cur-
rent stage of research, it is difficult to verify the
above hypothesis.

The last of the churches known to us in Rhegion
is the sanctuary dedicated to “the first of the apos-
tles™, i.e. to St. Peter. This centre appears in the
panegyric life of Basil I (emperor in 867-886),
written by Constantine VII (emperor in 913-959
AD). We learn from it that in Basil’s times this
temple was about to collapse and remained inac-
cessible to the faithful. For this reason, the ruler
was to rebuild this structure from scratch, thereby
earning eternal glory.”

It is worth mentioning that it was clearly not the
only construction initiative of Basil in this area.
In another work by Constantine VII we can find
a mention of the bridge he founded in Rhegion®,
which he was also supposed to oversee personal-
ly.®* As with other temples, our knowledge of the
church of St. Peter relies only on this single testi-
mony from the 10" century AD, but let us empha-
sise that this centre is mentioned by the grandson
of the renovator of that temple, as a foundation
which was to bring Basil eternal glory. Hence, it
would be quite vain if during the creation of this
narrative this church no longer existed, or was in
a deplorable state.

A similar relationship may also exist in the case
of the aforementioned temple dedicated to St.
Stratonicus. Because why Symeon Metaphrastes,
who wrote in the 10 century AD, wanting to em-
phasise the merits and piety of St. Marcian, would
mention a long-forgotten and no longer function-
ing structure? Combining this observation with
a mention of the functioning of the district of St.
Stratonicus in Dekaton in 559 AD®, could give us

57 Constantine Porphyrogenitus, Vita Basilii, 94: 306, verse 11.
58 Constantine Porphyrogenitus, Vita Basilii, 94: 306, verses
11-14.

59 According to the narrative of Procopius of Caesarea, this ori-
ginally wooden crossing was converted into a solid stone structure
by Emperor Justinian I (527-565 AD). See Procopius, IV.8.16.
Apparently, however, over the centuries (perhaps also as a result of
the damage caused by the invasion of Krum in 813 AD), this bridge
needed reconstruction, which would explain the investment of
Basil I on this important section of Via Egnatia.

60 Constantine Porphyrogenitus, DAI: 51: 246, verses 9-10, 18-19.
61 See footnote 51.
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a potential argument for the hypothesis of rebuild-
ing this church after the 557 AD earthquake.

It is possible that one of the three basilicas dis-
covered at Lake Kii¢iikgekmece is one of the tem-
ples mentioned in the aforeementioned written
sources. Extremely important determinant of the
potential identification of these temples are data
on the earthquake of 557 AD, which may also be
noticeable in archaeological material.

In the absence of known by us toponyms from
the Byzantine times, defining the areas of current
Firuzkdy peninsula®, it is also worth considering
the administrative and spatial affiliation of this
area. An interesting reference in this regard is the
record concerning the monastery of St. Theodore,
which was generally located “in Rhegion”, appar-
ently it was rather located in its vicinity. In most
cases, the aforementioned churches are mentioned
only once in sources. Based on the broader context
of these references, it is also difficult to say some-
thing more about the optics of the authors of the
sources who placed these temples “in Rhegion”.®
However, the possibility that Rhegion, as the main
centre on Lake Kiigiikkgekmece, could sometimes
be a reference point also for objects and areas on
the west side of this waterbody should not be re-
jected.

In this dimension, the basilicas located there could
indeed be the subject of the aforementioned de-
scriptions of Byzantine sources. Particular atten-
tion should be paid here to the temple discovered
during excavations on the Firuzkdy peninsula
(Fig. 12), which end is marked by the earthquake
of the 6" century AD, perhaps the cataclysm of
557 AD.

CONCLUSION
At the Lake Kiiciikgekmece three basilicas were

62 At the current stage of research, it is still difficult to precisely
determine the specific location of many toponyms known to us

in this area during the Byzantine era. An additional difficulty

here is the recognition of names occurring in different periods

and contexts of meaning, potentially identifying the same place.
Research undertaken in this field, among others by Andreas Kiilzer
(2008), will have to be continued and deepened as part of extensive
comparative studies using various categories of sources.

63  For example, assuming that centres of worship of St. Stratoni-
cus in Rhegion and Dekaton should be identified, this place would
have to be located about three miles (about five km) from the city
of Rhegion itself.
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found which were very similar in terms of design
and size. These are Greek-Byzantine basilicas
specific especially of the sacred architecture of
Constantinople in the period from the 4™to the 6™
AD or also the 7" century AD. These objects meet
a number of analogies both in the nearby capital
and in other centres of the Byzantine Empire. We
observed particularly close convergence amongst
several temples of the Tauris Chersonesos in the
Crimea. It is very likely that all three churches an-
alysed in this article were built around the same
time. The style of the marble elements of the inte-

rior design of the basilica unearthed on the Firuz-
koy peninsula indicates that they could have been
built in the 6™ century AD and especially during
the period of particularly intensive construction
development in the times of Justinian I. It is possi-
ble that some of these objects may be identical to
the temples which we know from historical sourc-
es, mentioned in the context of the great earth-
quake which struck in the 6" century AD, amongst
others, the city of Rhegion.
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Sek. 1: Constantinopolis’in disinda yer alan yerlesimler igerisinde Erken Dénem Hiristiyan Bazilikalarinin
konumu (Cizim: B. Stanislawski)
Fig. 1: Location of early Christian basilicas discussed in the text against the background of the settlement
structure of the suburbs of Constantinople (Drawing: B. Stanislawski)
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Sek. 2: Rhegion’da Tespit Edilen Bazilika (Ogan - Mansel 1942)
Fig. 2: The basilica discovered in Rhegion (after: Ogan - Mansel 1942)
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Sek. 3: 1975 yilma ait arsivlerde bulunan hava fotografinda Kiigiikgekmece Golii, Firuzkoy
Yarimadasi’nda tespit edilen bazilika ve liman kompleksi (2) ve giineybatida tespit edilen diger bazilikanin
konumu (1) (www.hgk.msb.gov.tr/gdetway)

Fig. 3: Archival aerial photograph from 1975 of the area of Lake Kii¢iikgekmece and the place of discovery
of the basilica (1) as well as the location of the Byzantine port and ecclesiastical complex on the Firuzkoy
peninsula (2) (www.hgk.msb.gov.tr/gdetway)

Sek. 4: Firuzkdy Yarimadasi’nda yer alan liman ve olasi dini kompleksler ve bazilikanin hava fotografi (Fotograf: M. Oztiirk)

Fig. 4: Aerial photograph showing the location of the basilica against the background of area 8 in the port-ecclesiastical
complex (?) on the Firuzkdy peninsula (Photograph: M. Oztiirk)



248 Brazej M. STANISLAWSKI, Sengiil AYDINGUN, Ayberk ENEZ, Konrad K. SZYMANSKI

Sek. 5: Firuzkéy Yarimadasi’nda tespit edilen bazilikanin hava fotografi (Fotograf: M. Oztiirk)

Fig. 5: Aerial photo of the basilica discovered on the Firuzkdy peninsula (Photograph: M. Oztiirk)

Sek. 6: Firuzkdy Yarimadasi’nda tespit edilen bazilikanin apsis boliimii (Fotograf: B. Stanistawski)

Fig. 6: The apse of the basilica discovered on the Firuzkdy peninsula (Photograph: B. Stanistawski)
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Sek. 7: Firuzkdy Yarimadasi’nda tespit edilen bazilikanin stilobat boliimiinde kullanilan kirlangickuyrugu
formunda kenetler (Fotograf: B. Stanistawski)

Fig. 7: Stylobate stone blocks joined with the so-called swallowtail cramps technique, of the basilica
discovered on the Firuzkdy peninsula (Photograph: B. Stanistawski)

Sek. 8: Firuzkdy Yarimadasi’nda tespit edilen bazilikada bulunan sutiin baslig1 parcalari (Fotograf: B. Stanistawski)

Fig. 8: Fragments of capitals unearthed in the ruins of the basilica on the Firuzkdy peninsula (Photograph: B. Stanistawski)
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Sek. 9: Firuzkdy Yarimadasi’nda tespit edilen bazilikada bulunan beyaz mermerden yapilmis mimari pargalar
(Fotograf: A. Enez)

Fig. 9: Fragments of architecture made of white marble, discovered in the ruins of the basilica unearthed on the
Firuzkoy peninsula (Photograph: A. Enez)
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Sek. 10: Firuzkdy Yarimadasi’nda tespit edilen bazilikada bulunan kiboryum ve gegite ait kalintilar
(Fotograf: B. Stanistawski; Cizim: A. Kubicka)

Fig. 10: Fragment of ciborium arcade or templon portal and capital fragment discovered in the ruins of the
basilica on the Firuzkdy peninsula (Photograph: B. Stanistawski; Drawing: A. Kubicka)
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Sek. 11: Firuzkdy Yarimadasi’nda tespit edilen bazilikada bulunan beyaz mermerden tiretilmis korkuluk
(Fotograf: B. Stanistawski)

Fig. 11: Fragments of balustrade panels made of white marble, discovered in the ruins of the basilica
unearthed on the Firuzkdy peninsula (Photograph: B. Stanistawski)
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Sek. 12: Firuzkdy Yarimadasi’nda tespit edilen bazilikada yerlesim planin gdsteren restitiisyon ¢alismast
(Fotograf: M. Oztiirk; Cizim: B. Stanistawski)

Fig. 12: Aerial photograph of relics of the basilica unearthed on the Firuzkdy peninsula along with the
reconstruction of its spatial arrangement (Photograph: M. Oztiirk; Drawing: B. Stanistawski)
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Sek. 13: Firuzkdy Yarimadasi’nda tespit edilen bazilikada 2021 yilinda ortaya ¢ikarilan duvar kalintilart
(Fotograf: A. Enez)
Fig. 13: Photograph of wall remainings of the basilica unearthed on the Firuzkdy peninsula in 2021 fieldworks
(Photograph; Drawing: A. Enez)
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Sek. 14: Firuzkdy Yarimadasi’nda tespit edilen bazilikani yerlesim plani (Diizenleme: A. Enez)

Fig. 14: Updated reconstruction of the spatial arrangement of the basilica discovered on the Firuzkoy
peninsula (Edited: A. Enez)

Sek. 15: Firuzkéy Yarimadasi’ndaki bazilikada tespit edilen korkuluk paneli pargalari ve antico verde
mermerinden direk pargalart (Fotograf: B. Stanistawski)

Fig. 15: Fragments of the balustrade panel and two posts made of antico verde marble, discovered in the ruins
of the basilica on the Firuzkdy peninsula (Photograph: B. Stanistawski)
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Sek. 16: Firuzkdy Yarimadasi’ndaki bazilikada tespit edilen, antico verde mermerinde iiretilmis pargalar
(Fotograf: A. Enez)

Fig. 16: Fragments of the three pieces made of antico verde marble, discovered in the ruins of the basilica
on the Firuzkdy peninsula (Photograph: A. Enez)

Sek. 17: Golin batisinda, 1970 yilina ait hava fotografi arsivlerinde duvarlari goriilebilen bazilika (kalntilar
¢ember i¢ine alinmistir) (www.hgk.msb.gov.tr/gdetway)

Fig. 17: Archival aerial photo from the 1970s of the western part of the Lake Kiigiikgekmece with the basilica
building walls visible on it (the object is marked with a circle) (www.hgk.msb.gov.tr/gdetway)
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Sek. 18: 1970 yilina ait hava fotografi arsivlerinde duvarlari goriilebilen bazilikanin yakin plan gériintiisiinde {i¢ nefli bir plan oldugu
goriilebilmektedir. Ozel bir apsis ve ek béliim ana yaptya eklenmistir (www.hgk.msb.gov.tr/gdetway)
Fig. 18: Close-up of a fragment of the archival aerial photo from the 1970s, on which the wall layout of the three-aisled basilica
building on the west shore of Lake Kiigiikgekmece can be observed, its specific apse form and annexes added to the main body of the
building (www.hgk.msb.gov.tr/gdetway)

Sek. 19: Giiniimiize ait Google Earth uydu goriintiilerinde, Kiigiikgekmekce Golii’niin batisindaki bazilikanin
yarimada ile birlikte konumu gosterilmistir (Diizenleme: B. Stanistawski)

Fig. 19: Contemporary Google Earth satellite image of a fragment of the Lake Kiigiik¢ekmece waterbody with
marked locations of the basilica’s discovery place on the west bank of the lake and site I1I in the port-ecclesiastic
complex (?) in the southern part of the Firuzkdy peninsula (Edited: B. Stanistawski)
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Sek. 20: Giiniimiize ait Google Earth uydu goriintiilerinde Kii¢iikgekmekce Golii’niin batisindaki bazilikanin konumu gésterilmistir
(Diizenleme: B. Stanistawski)
Fig. 20: Google Earth satellite image documenting the contemporary topography of the location of the basilica discovered on the west
bank of the Lake Kiigiikgekmece and its immediate surroundings (Edited: B. Stanistawski)

Sek. 21: Kiigiikgekmece Golii’niin bat1 yakasinda tespit edilen bazilikanin plan rekonstriiksyonu (Cizim: B. Stanistawski)

Fig. 21: Reconstruction of the spatial layout of the basilica discovered on the west bank of the Lake Kiigiik¢ekmece based on
archival aerial photographs (Drawing: B. Stanistawski)
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Sek. 22: Kiigiikgekmece Golii'niin bat1 yakasinda tespit edilen bazilikanin ahsap atillar tizerine kurulmus tas temelleri
(Fotograf: H. Aydingiin)

Fig. 22: Relics of the foundation part of the stone wall set on wooden posts, the basilica identified based on the aerial
photos on the west bank of the Lake Kiigiik¢ekmece (Photograph: H. Aydingiin)
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Sek. 23: Yunan-Bizans Tipi Bazilikalar: A: Constantinopolis’teki Studion Bazilikasi (Mango 1986: Fig. 43); B: Pisidia
Antiokheia’dan Biiyiik Bazilika (Demirer 2006, 12, Fig. 3); C: Kirim Kersonesos’taki Katedral Meydani’nda bulunan bazilika
(Medeksza 2004d: 172, Fig. 55); D: Kirim Khersonesos’ta bulunan bazilika (Medeksza 2004¢: 134, Fig. 38)

Fig. 23: Greek-Byzantine basilicas: A: Basilica Studion in Constantinople (after: Mango 1986: Fig. 43); B: Great Basilica in
Antioch in Pisidia (after: Demirer 2006: 12, Fig. 3); C: Basilica in the Square at the Cathedral in the Tauric Chersonesos in the
Crimea (after: Medeksza 2004d: 172, Fig. 55); D: Basilica of 1932 in the Tauric Chersonesos in the Crimea (after: Medeksza
2004c: 134, Fig. 38)
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Sek. 24: Pisidia Antiokheia’daki Biiyiik Bazilikanin ¢ok kenarli dis apsisi (Fotograf: B. Stanistawski)
Fig. 24: Polygonal outside apse of the Great Basilica in Antioch in Pisidia (Photograph: B. Stanistawski)
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Sek. 25: Kirim’daki Biiyiik Yunan—Bizans Bazilikas1: A: Kuzey Bazilika (PsnkoB 2004: 68, Fig. 17); B: Tepe Bazilikas: (Medeksza
2004b: 112, Fig. 33); C: Bat1 Bazilikas1 (Medeksza 2004a: 102, Fig. 29); D: Tepe Bazilikas: (SImaesa 2004: 46, Fig. 10)

Fig. 25: Greek-Byzantine basilicas discovered in the Tauric Chersonesos in the Crimea: A. Northern Basilica (after: Poixos 2004: 68,
Fig. 17); B. Basilica on the Hill (after: Medeksza 2004b: 112, Fig. 33); C. Western Basilica (after: Medeksza 2004a: 102, Fig. 29; D.
Basilica on the Hill (after: STmaesa 2004: 46, Fig. 10)
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Sek. 26: Pisidia Antiokheia’daki Kuzey Bazilika (Fotograf: B. Stanistawski)
Fig. 26: Northern Basilica in Antioch in Pisidia (Photograph: B. Stanistawski)

Sek. 27: Pisidia Antiokheia’daki Kuzey Bazilika’nin kirlangigkuyrugu kramplari teknigi ile birlestirilmis tas bloklardan yapilmis
stylobat (Fotograf: B. Stanistawski)

Fig. 27: The base of the apse wall built of stone blocks joined by the so-called swallowtail cramps technique of the Northern Basilica
in Antioch in Pisidia (Photograph: B. Stanistawski)
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Sek. 28: Pisidia Antiokheia’daki Kuzey Bazilika’nin kirlangigkuyrugu kramplari teknigi ile birlestirilmis tas
bloklardan yapilmus stylobat (Fotograf: B. Stanistawski)
Fig. 28: Stylobate built of stone blocks joined by the so-called swallowtail cramps technique of the Northern Basilica
in Antioch in Pisidia (Photograph: B. Stanistawski)

Sek. 29: Firuzkdy Yarimadasi’nda bulunan beyaz mermerden yapilmis templon pargasi olabilecegi diisiiniilen kabartma
korkuluk panelinin rekonstriikksyonu (Cizim: A. Kubicka)
Fig. 29: Reconstruction of the relief decoration on balustrade panel, most likely of templon, made of white marble, discovered
in the ruins of the basilica on the Firuzkdy peninsula (Drawing: A. Kubicka)



