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2021 yilinda aramizdan ayrilan,

engin tarih bilgisi ile bizlere 151k tutarak
Bathonea kazilarinda ¢ok katkisi bulunan
Sayin Hakan Murat Akin’a
saygilarimizla...

In honor of Hakan Murat Akin (R.I.P.
in 2021), who had made enormous
contributions to the Bathonea excavations

with his vast historical knowledge...
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Avcilarin Karadeniz ile
Ege Arasindaki Tarihi Ticaret Yolu
Uzerindeki Konumunun Onemi

The Importance of Avcilar’'s Location in the Historic
Trade Route Between Black Sea and Aegean

Ozet

Haldun AYDINGUN*

Giiniimiizden binlerce yil énce Istanbul’un ilgelerinden birisi olan Avcilar, Ege ve Karadeniz’i birbirine baglayan
¢ok dnemli bir ticaret rotasinin lizerinde yer aliyordu. O dénemlerde Avrasya kara kiitlesinin ¢ok ortasinda yer alan
Karadeniz, nehir hatlarini takip eden ticaret yollarmin birlestigi bir merkez halindeydi ve bu merkezin Ege ve Dogu
Akdeniz diinyasina agilis1 gliniimiiz Avcilar ilgesinin bulundugu topraklardan geciyordu.

Anahtar Kelimeler:
Avcilar, Bathonea, Karadeniz, Tung Cag1, Kura, Phasis, Tarihoncesi, Ticaret Yollari, Tagimacilik, Uzboy.

Abstract

Thousands of years ago Avcilar, one of Istanbul’s districts, was located on a very important trade route connect-
ing Aegean and Black Sea regions. The latter, being in the middle of the huge land mass of Eurasia, based on an
extensive riverine network of trade routes, was the main connection hub from southern Scandinavia in the west
till Afghanistan in the east. Thus, Avcilar was on one of the main opening of these northern lands to eastern Med-

iterranean and Aegean.

Keywords:

Auvcilar, Bathonea, Black Sea, Bronze Age, Kura, Phasis, Prehistory, Trade Routes, Transportation, Uzboy.

GIRiS

Avcilar Bathonea kazilarinda bulunan ¢ok genis
kapsamli liman alt yapisinin MO 4. yiizyila kadar
(simdilik kaydiyla) kesin olarak tarihlenmesinin
hemen ardindan “bdylesine biiyiik bir limanin ne-
den burada kurulmus oldugu” sorusu ortaya atilmig

*  Dr., Kocaeli Universitesi, Orcid No: 0000-0003-0190-4872,
haldunaydingun@hotmail.com

INTRODUCTION

Immediately after the extensive harbor infrastruc-
ture found in the Bathonea excavations and the
findings was architecturally dated to the 4™ centu-
ry BC (for the time being), the question of “Why
such a large port infrastructure was established

*  Dr., Kocaeli University, Orcid ID: 0000-0003-0190-4872, hal-
dunaydingun@hotmail.com
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ve yanitlarinin aranmasina baglanmistir (Sek. 1).

Biiyiik bir titizlikle ¢alisilan Bathonea kazilarinda
en st toprak tabakasindan, kisacasi “gliniimiiz-
den” baslayarak, kazdik¢a zaman iginde geriye
dogru yaptigimiz yolculuk, genel olarak Roma
Imparatorlu’gunun son dénemlerine kadar gide-
bilmistir. Ancak, gerek baz1 kisitli alanlarda yapi-
lan test kazilarinda ve gerekse ¢evrede yapilan yii-
zey aragtirmalarinda ¢ok daha eski tarihlere giden
sayisiz bulguya ulasilmigtir. Ayrica giiniimiizden
3.500 y1l geriye gidecek tarihlere karsi gelen pek
¢ok buluntuya ulasilmigtir. Bu buluntular Batho-
nea bilim heyetinin yayinlamis oldugu kitap ve
makalelerde ayrintili olarak ele alinmistir.

Bathonea limanlarmin ve Avcilar’i bulundugu
noktanin tarihsel anlamda onemini anlayabilmek
icin iki konuyu akilda tutmamiz gerekmektedir:

1) Insanlar giiniimiizden 10.000 y1l 6ncesinden
baslayarak ve siirekli artan bir sekilde ¢ok uzak
mesafeleri agarak, biiyiik Olgekli ticaret yap-
muslardir.

2) Giinlimiizden 3.500 yil 6nce Bati ve Kuzey
Avrupa ile Orta Asya arasindaki 6nemli ticaret
hatlar1 lizerinde kalan Karadeniz, biitiin bu tica-
ret rotalarmin birlestigi bir merkez (hub) olma
6zelligini kazanmis ancak Ege ve Akdeniz bol-
gesine erigsim igin Avcilar iizerinden gegen bir
hat kullanilmak zorunda kalimustir.

Tasimacihk

Uzak erisimli ticaretin en 6nemli eleman tabii ki
tagimaciliktir. Mallarin taginamadigi bir ortamda
ticaretten s0z etmek miimkiin olmayacaktir. Tarih
6ncesi dénemlerde ise tasimacilifin temel araci
deve kervanlar1 degil, su istiinde giden tekneler-
dir. Ciinki{i hayvanlarin ehlilestirilip yiik tagimalart
saglanmadan ¢ok onceleri deniz, gol ve nehirler
iizerinde hareket eden basit araglar ile olduk¢a uzak
mesafelere gidilebilmis ve ticari iliskiler (degis-to-
kuslar) saglanabilmisti. MO 2. binde denizlerde
hareket eden tekneler yirmi-yirmibes ton dolayn-
da yiikleri nakledebilirken nehirler i¢in tasarlanan
sallar ve nehir gemileri ¢ok daha fazla yiikleri ta-
styabiliyorlardi. Ornegin, dért yiiz elli tonluk bir
dikilitag1 Assuan’daki tag ocaklarindan ¢ikarip 200
km kuzeydeki Luxor tapinagina Nil iizerinden nak-
ledebiliyorlardi. Nehirlerin sagladigi en biiyiik iki
avantaj; denizdekine benzer dalga olmayacagi igin

here?” was raised and the search for answers be-
gan (Fig. 1).

In the meticulously carried out Bathonea excava-
tions, starting from the top soil layer, the journey
we made back in time as we dug, went back from
21% century till to the later centuries of Roman
Empire. But from some test trenches and the sur-
veys around the excavation site, artifacts belong-
ing to much earlier times came out. Especially a
group of findings roughly from 3,500 years ago
was very important and ground breaking in Ar-
chaeology world. They were previously published
in great details both in scientific papers and in
popular press.

In order to understand the historical significance
of the Bathonea ports and the point where Avcilar
is located, we need to keep two issues in mind:

1) People traded on a large scale, starting from
10,000 years ago, increasingly crossing great
distances.

2) The Black Sea, which was on the center of
important trade routes between western and
northern Europe and Central Asia 3,500 years
ago, became a transportation hub where all
these trade routes converged. And Black Sea
main opening to Aegean was passing not from
Bosporus but from Avcilar.

Transportation

The most important denominator of long distance
trade is transportation. It is not possible to talk
about trade in an environment where goods cannot
be carried from one point to another. On the oth-
er hand, in prehistoric times, the main means of
transportation were not camel caravans, but boats
that sailed on the water. Because long before ani-
mals were used to carry goods, it was possible to
travel to very long distances and to provide com-
mercial relations (exchanges) with simple vessels

sailing on seas, lakes and rivers.

By the mid of the 2" millennium BC, open sea’s
vessels could transport a mere twenty-twenty five
tons of cargoes, while rafts and ships designed es-
pecially for rivers could easily carry substantially
bigger loads. For example, ancient Egyptians were
able to transport a four hundred fifty tons, single
piece obelisk from the quarries in Aswan to the
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tekne bordolarinin ¢ok daha algak yapilabilmesi ve
denizde oldugu gibi yon bulma sorununun olma-
mastydi. Dolayisiyla tarih 6ncesi ¢aglarda biiyiik
nehirler kitalar1 asan otoyollar gibi kullaniliyorlar-
d1; ve nehirler arasindaki kisa mesafeleri karadan
almak kosuluyla Baltik denizinden Afganistan’a
kadar sevkiyat yapabilmek teorik olarak miimkiin-
dii. Biitlin bu kuzey ulagim hattinin merkezindeki
“baglayici unsur” ise Karadeniz oluyordu.

Viktoria Kiss, Tuna Nehri tizerindeki tarih once-
si donemlere ait tasimacilikla ilgili yaptig1 aras-
tirmasinda yerlesimlerde ele gegen pismis toprak
tekne modellerini temel alarak Mezolitik ve Ne-
olitik Caglar’da (GO 10.000) Orta Avrupa’daki
Karpat Daglar1 bolgesinde kanolarin ve teknelerin
temel ulasim araci olarak kullanildigini 6nermek-
tedir (Kiss, 2007: 121).

Karadeniz Kiyilan Kiiltiirel Birligi

Maria Ivanova MO 6. bin sonlarindan baslayarak
Tuna Nehri ile Istanbul Bogaz1 arasinda kalan bél-
gede dogrudan izi bulunmamakla birlikte yaygin
bir ticaretin var oldugunu, bunun da ancak Karade-
niz iizerinde hareket edebilen teknelerle saglanmis
olabilecegini gesitli 6rneklerle belirtmistir (Ivano-
va, 2012). Ivanova’ya gore, Bulgaristan’mn Varna
ve daha kuzeyde bulunan Durankulak bélgelerin-
deki mezarlardan ¢ikan bakir ve altin gibi madeni
esyalar ve degerli malzemeler giineydeki Strandja
Daglari’ndan gelmekte, hatta Karadeniz’de yasa-
yamayan, sicak denizlere has kabuklu bir yumu-
sakca olan Spondylus gibi Kalkolitik Cag’a kadar
cok deger verilen midye kabuklar1 Ege’den deniz
yoluyla getirilmektedir. Ivanova’nin ilgi gekici bir
baska saptamasi ise Durankulak ve Varna gibi kiy1
yerlesimlerindeki kiiltiirel 6gelerin Balkanlarin ka-
rasal kesimleriyle biiyiik farkliliklar gostermesidir.

Tartigmali da olsa Ivanova’nin sundugu bir bagka
bilgi ise 1950’1 yillarda Indiana University Art
Museum’a Burton Y. Berry koleksiyonunun bir
parcasi1 olarak gelen hazinenin i¢indeki dekoratif
parcalardir. Bu eserler eski eser ticareti yapanlar-
dan satin alinmig ve kaynaginin ise Trabzon bol-
gesi oldugu soylenmistir. En etkileyici 6zellikleri
ise, Bat1 Karadeniz sahillerinde ele gecen MO 5.
bin miicevherleriyle olan paralellikleridir (Ivaono-
va, 2012: 359).

Ivanova agirlikli olarak, vatandasi oldugu Bulga-

temple of Luxor, 200 km to the north over the river
of Nile.

Rivers were and still is providing a big advan-
tage; there are no high waves in this environment,
which helps to design ships with very low hull and
which are not strong enough to sail on open seas
but perfectly useful in rivers. And there was anoth-
er very important advantage ensured by the rivers
since the dawn of the sailing up until very recent-
ly; in river navigation it is not possible to lose the
way. Thus, in prehistoric times the great rivers
were used as highways across the continents, and
it was theoretically possible to ship goods from the
Baltic sea to Afghanistan, provided that the short
distances between the river catchment areas were
taken by land. The “binding element” at the cen-
ter of this entire Northern Eurasian transportation
system was Black Sea.

In her research on prehistoric transportation on the
Danube, Viktoria Kiss proposes that canoes and
boats were used as the main means of transporta-
tion in the Carpathian Mountains region of Central
Europe in the Mesolithic and Neolithic Ages (10
thousand years ago) based on terracotta boat mod-
els found in settlements (Kiss, 2007: 121).

Black Sea coastal cultural union

Maria Ivanova stated that even the solid proofs are
non-existent, based on various examples, it is pos-
sible to postulate that there was a widespread trade
in the region between the Danube and the Bospo-
rus starting from the end of the 6™ millennium BC,
which would only have been achieved by boats
that could sail on the Black Sea (Ivanova, 2012).

According to Ivanova, metals and valuable mate-
rials such as copper and gold found in burials in
Bulgaria’s Varna and further north in Durankulak
regions come from the Strandja mountains in the
south, and even Spondylus, a bivalve native to the
warm seas that cannot live in the Black Sea, which
was valued so much till to the Chalcolithic Age
were brought from the Aegean by sea. Another
interesting finding of Ivanova is that the cultural
elements in coastal settlements such as Duranku-
lak and Varna show great differences with the con-
tinental parts of the Balkans.

Although controversial, another piece of informa-
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ristan’in sinirlari i¢inde ¢aligmalarini yiiriitmiis ve
sonuglarini bu kisitlamalar ile ortaya ¢ikartmistir.
Ancak 2000°1i y1llarin baginda Samsun Bafra Ikiz-
tepe kazilarinda bilimsel heyet {iyesi olarak yap-
tigimiz ¢alismalarda tespit ettigimiz bazi maddi
kiiltiir 6zelliklerinin benzerlerini (ya da aynilari-
n1) Bulgaristan’in Varna ve Burgaz miizelerinde
yaptigimiz incelemelerde bulmak ilging olmustur.
Aralarida 900-950 km kiy1 mesafesi olan bu iki
bolge arasindaki kiiltiirel yakinlik, Bafra’dan sa-
dece 100 km giineye dogru, Anadolu’nun iglerine
yoneldiginizde ortaya ¢ikmamaktadir. Sonug ola-
rak, Kalkolitik ve Erken Tun¢ Caglari’nda (GO
6.000 ve 5.000) Karadeniz kiyilarinda ¢ok uzun
sayilabilecek mesafeleri kat edebilen bir kiiltiirel
aligverisin varlig1 s6z konusudur. Bu aligverigin
yapilabilmesi i¢in de su iistii araglarinin varligi
zorunlu goriinmektedir.

Andrew Sherratt ise Karadeniz’in MO 4. bin son-
larinda Dogu Avrupa’nin Cernavoda III/Bolreaz
ve Baden Kiiltiirleri ile Mezopotamya’'nin gelis-
kin Uruk kdltiirii arasinda bir koprii gorevi gérmiis
olabilecegini dnermektedir (Bauer, 2011: 184). Bu
ongorll Karadeniz’in ulagimdaki merkezi roliiniin
altin1 bir kez daha ¢izmektedir.

Sinop’ta arastirmalar yapan Owen Doonan bol-
gede 10.000 yil oncesine kadar giden (Doonan,
2007: 701) yerlesimler tespit etmistir. Ayrica MO
1. binde Yunan kolonistler bolgeye geldiklerinde,
kiy1 yerlesimleri arasindaki uzak erigimli iligkile-
rin uzun stiredir var olduklar1 sonucuna ulagsmistir
(Doonan, 2007: 705).

Ayni ¢alisma sonuglari arasinda, Bauer ve Doo-
nan yazdiklar1 ortak makalede, “Bati Karadeniz
Etkilesim Bolgesi” kavramim kullanmakta ve
ozellikle metallerin yerlesimlere uzak bolgelerden
cikarilip getirilmesinde bu ticaret hatlarinin etkili
oldugunu belirtmektedir (Bauer - Doonan, 2013:
23). Ayrica tiim Karadeniz bolgesini kapsayacak
sekilde ortak bir seramik geleneginin MO 4. ve 3.
binlerde var oldugunu sdylemektedirler (Bauer -
Doonan, 2013: 24).

Neden istanbul Bogaz1 degil?

Giiniimiizde Canakkale ve Istanbul Bogazlari’nin
Karadeniz ile Ege ve Dogu Akdeniz’i birbirine
baglayan tek su yolu olmasi bizlere o kadar do-
gal gelmektedir ki pek ¢ogumuz bu durumun tarih

tion Ivanova offers is the decorative pieces in the
treasure that was brought to the Indiana University
Art Museum in the 1950s as part of the Burton
Y. Berry collection. These artifacts were bought
from the traders of antiquities and it was said that
the source was the Trabzon region. Their most
impressive features are their similarities with the
5% millennium BC jewelry found in the western
Black Sea coast (Ivanova, 2012: 359).

Ivanova mainly carried out her studies within the
borders of Bulgaria, of which she was a citizen,
and revealed the results with these restrictions.

However, it has been interesting to find very sim-
ilar material cultural features between (Samsun)
Bafra Ikiztepe, in which T and Prof. Dr. Sengiil
Aydingiin have been member of the scientific
committee in the early 2000’s, and those arti-
facts in display in the Varna and Burgas museums
in Bulgaria. It is amazing to note that while al-
most identical cultural features do exist in these
two different regions despite a coastal distance of
900-950 km separating them, the same cannot be
said for the region just 100 km south of ikiztepe
which shows very different cultural traits. As a
result, in the Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Ages
(6 and 5 thousand years ago respectively), there
was a cultural exchange that could cover very long
distances on the coastal regions of the Black Sea.
Thus, the existence of sea going vessels seems to
be necessary.

Andrew Sherratt on the other hand posits that The
Black Sea could be a bridge during the final years
of 4™ millennium BC between Cernavoda I1I/Bol-
reaz and Baden Cultures of Eastern Europe and
Mesopotamia’s advanced Uruk culture (Bauer,
2011: 184). This foresight once again underlines
the central role of the Black Sea in transportation
as well as communication.

Owen Doonan, who made researches in Sinop,
identified settlements in the region dating back to
10,000 years ago (Doonan, 2007: 701). Also when
Greek colonists arrived in the 1% millennium BC,
he concluded that long-range relations between
coastal settlements had already existed for a long
time (Doonan, 2007: 705). Among the results of
the same study, Bauer and Doonan use the concept
of “Western Black Sea Interaction Area” in their
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boyunca da bdyle oldugunu sanabilmektedir (Sek.
2). Aksine, Bogazlar eski ¢aglarda ticaret yapmak
isteyenlere biiyiik sorunlar ¢ikariyorlardi, ¢iinkii
giiniimiizden 3.500 yil 6ncesinin bir yiik gemisi-
nin yiiklii olarak Marmara’dan Karadeniz’e geg-
mesi hemen hemen miimkiin degildi. Istanbul Bo-
gazi, on li¢ sert donemeci ve yilin her déneminden
devam eden akintisiyla ve eski ¢ag denizciliginin
en ¢ok yapildig1 yaz aylarinda ¢ok sik esen poyraz
riizgarlari ile giinlimiiziin motorlu modern gemi-
leri i¢in bile hala ciddi zorluklar igeren bir su yo-
luyken, 3.500 y1l 6nce yasayan bir tiiccarin yirmi
bes tonluk bir yiikii, o dénemin ticari gemilerinden
birisiyle Marmara’dan Karadeniz’e gegirme sansi
yoktu (Sek. 3).

Ancak tiiccarlarin asil amaglarinin kahramanca bir
sekilde gemilerini Karadeniz’e ulastirmak degil
de mallarmi en kolay ve giivenli sekilde naklede-
bilmek oldugu hatirlandiginda, ¢ok daha kolay ve
yapilabilir bir ticaret rotasinin varlig1 ortaya ¢ik-
maktadir. Bu ticaret hattinda Marmara’dan gelip
Karadeniz yéniine gidecek olan mallar Istanbul
Bogazi’na girmek yerine Kiiciikkgekmece GoO-
lii’niin bulundugu yere sevk edilip, Avcilar bolge-
sinde yer alan Bathonea limanlarinda kervanlara
naklediliyorlar ve kisa bir yiirilyiisle, kuzeyde yer
alan tek dogal liman olma ozelligine sahip Kara-
burun’dan yeniden gemilere yiiklenip Karadeniz
kiyilarinda son hedeflerine dogru ya da Tuna gibi
belli nehir agizlarindan girip Avrupa’nin ortalarina
dogru yollarina devam ediyorlard1 (Sek. 4-5).

Karadeniz igindeki eski zamanlarda yapilan tica-
retin ne kadar yogun oldugunu gosteren bir bagka
ornek ise Fredrik Hiebert tarafindan verilmistir.
Karadeniz’in kuzey kiyilarinda bulunan Helenis-
tik bir yerlesim merkezinde Ruslar tarafindan ya-
pilan arkeolojik kazilarda Sinop damgali 15.000
amphora bulunmustur. Bu rakam o6ncelikle iki
noktanin altin1 ¢izmektedir; birincisi, gliniimiiz-
den 2.500 yil kadar dnce gemiciler ve tabii ki
tiiccarlar Karadeniz’i, kiyilar1 izlemek zorunda
kalmadan dikine gegebilecek kadar denizcilik
bilgisine sahip olup uzak bolgelerle ticari iligki-
leri kurabilecek hale gelmislerdi, ikincisi ise sz
konusu ticaret birka¢ prestij eserinin taginmasi
degil, giiniimiizde anlayabilecegimiz tarzda yiik-
lii miktarlarda olan, sarap, bugday, zeytinyagi,
balik sosu gibi emtia ile yapiliyordu (Hiebert,
2001: 12). Hiebert de Tung Cagi Sinop seramik-

joint article and state that these trade routes are es-
pecially effective in extracting metals from remote
areas to settlements (Bauer - Doonan, 2013: 24).
They also talk about a common ceramic tradition
covering entire Black Sea region in the 4" and 3™
millenniums BC (Bauer - Doonan, 2013: 24).

Why Not Bosporus?

It seems so natural to us that the Bosporus is a nat-
ural waterway connecting easily Black Sea with
the Aegean and the Eastern Mediterranean, that
many of us may think that this has been the case
throughout history (Fig. 2). On the contrary, the
Straits posed great problems for those who wanted
to trade in ancient times. For a very simple reason
that it was almost impossible for a loaded cargo
ship with a simple square sail and without rov-
ers from 3,500 years ago to pass from Marmara
to Black Sea. While the Bosporus is a waterway
that still poses serious challenges even for today’s
modern motor ships, with its thirteen hard turns
and currents that continue at all times of the year,
and while the northwest winds blowing very of-
ten in the summer months when ancient maritime
is the most active, a merchant of 3,500 years ago
had no chance to ship his twenty five tons of cargo
via Bosporus with the merchant ships of the epoch

(Fig. 3).

But one point should never be forgotten; the same
merchants, like their brethren throughout the entire
history, were not aiming to pass the straits in a call
for adventure of heroism but they only wanted their
goods to be shipped in most secure and cheaper
way. And such a trade route existed and was not far
from the Bosporus. In this trade route, the goods
coming from Marmara on the way to Black Sea
entered Kiiglikcekmece Lake instead of Bosporus
and the goods are unloaded in Bathonea’s harbors
to be reloaded to a caravan which carry them, with
a short land based course to Black Sea’s only natu-
ral harbor within a coast of at least 100 km. There,
the goods are transferred to another vessel which
would take them to a certain Bulgarian port or to
the entrance of the Danube river on the way to the
interiors of Europe (Fig. 4-5).

Another example showing how intense the trade
in the Black Sea was in ancient times was given
by Fredrik Hiebert. In a Hellenistic settlement
on the northern shores of the Black Sea, 15,000
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lerinin olduk¢a 6zel olduklarnin altin1 ¢izdikten
sonra I¢ Anadolu Bélgesi’ne ait aym1 dénem se-
ramiklerine benzemediklerini, Karadeniz’in diger
bolgelerinde bulunan seramiklere ¢ok daha yakin
olduklarini ve hatta Troya’dakilerle oldukga para-
lel olduklarini sdylemektedir (Hiebert, 2001: 18).
Hiebert bu sozleriyle Troya’nin Tung Cagi i¢inde
Karadeniz yoluyla kuzeye agilabildigini ima eden
bilim insanlarmin arasma katilmaktadir. Troya Si-
nop iligkisinin saglanmasi i¢in mallarin Bathonea
Limanlari’ndan, dolayisiyla da giiniimiiz Avcilar
bolgesinden gegmesi gerekiyordu.

Karadeniz’in giiniimiizden 4.500 — 4.200 y1l 6n-
ceki donemde nasil bir ana ulasim merkezi oldu-
gunu gosterebilecek drneklerden birisi de Troya
hazinelerinde ele gecen iki parca kehribar (amber)
boncuktur (Sazci, 2007: 285). Kehribar agac regi-
nesinin ¢ok 6zel kosullarda “fosilleserek™ giinii-
miize gelmis halidir ve tarih 6ncesi ¢aglarda ¢ok
kiymetli bir malzeme olarak kullanilmistir. Kehri-
barm olusumu i¢in gerekli ¢ok 6zel kosullar eski
diinyada sadece belli yerlerde ortaya ¢ikmasina
neden olmustur. Bunlardan en 6nemlisi de Baltik
Denizi kryilarindaki Vistula Irmag1 agzindadir. Ja-
nusz Czebreszuk MO 3. binde kehribarin genis bir
cografyaya yayilmasmi Giiney Iskandinavya’mn
bu tarihlerde genis erigimli diinya ticaret agma
girmis oldugunun bir kanit1 olarak gostermektedir
(Czebreszuk, 2007: 365). Karadeniz’e olan bag-
lant1 i¢in ise, Vistula Nehri’nin yukari bolgelerin-
den Karpat Havzasi’'ndaki Boh Irmagi’na gecis
yaparak Karadeniz’e ulagildigini 6nermektedir
(Czebreszuk, 2007: 368).

Johan Ling ve Zofia Stos Gale makalelerinde
Iskandinavya’da bulunan bes parca bakir malze-
menin kursun izotoplarinin kaynak olarak Kibris
ile tamamen uyumlu olduklarini ve Kuzey Bati
Avrupa’daki hi¢bir kaynaga benzemediklerini
sOylemektedirler (Ling - Stos Gale, 2015: 195).
Kibris’tan gelecek bakir igin ¢izdikleri rota ise
deniz yolu ile Tuna Nehri’nin agzina ulasip, ne-
hir i¢inden giderek Kuzey Almanya ya da Po-
lonya’ya ve Baltik Denizi iizerinden de Iskan-
dinavya’ya taginmis olmalaridir. MO 1600’lerde
Iskandinav metal isleme geleneginin Karpatya
Havzasi’'ndan oldukga etkilenmis oldugunu da
ilave etmektedirler.

Karadeniz’in uzak mesafelerle olan iliskisi sadece

amphorae with Sinop stamps were found during
the archeological excavations carried out by the
Russians.

This figure primarily underlines two points; firstly,
about 2,500 years ago, sailors and of course traders
had enough maritime knowledge and confidence
to cross the Black Sea in a direct line, straight
to their destination, without having to follow the
coasts, and were able to establish commercial re-
lations with distant regions. Also the traded items
were not just a few expensive prestige objects but
relatively cheap commodities in large quantities,
such as wine, wheat, olive oil, fish sauce (Hiebert,
2001: 12).

Hiebert, after underlining that the Bronze Age Sin-
op ceramics are quite special, says that they are not
similar to the ceramics of the same period from the
Central Anatolia Region, that they are much closer
to the ceramics found in other regions of the Black
Sea, and even that they are quite parallel to those
found in Troy (Hiebert, 2001: 18). With these
words, Hiebert joins the scientists who imply that
Troy entered into commercial relations with the
lands in the north via the Black Sea during the
Bronze Age. In order to establish the connection
between Troy and Sinop, the traded goods had to
pass through the ports of Bathonea, and therefore
through the present-day Avcilar region.

One of the examples that can show how the Black
Sea was a main transportation center in the period
4500-4200 years ago is two pieces of amber beads
found in the treasures of Troy (Sazci, 2007: 285).
Amber is the form of tree resin that “fossilized”
under very special conditions and was used as a
very valuable material in prehistoric times. The
very special conditions necessary for the forma-
tion of amber caused it to appear only in certain
places in the ancient world. The most important
of these is at the mouth of the Vistula river on the
shores of the Baltic Sea. Janusz Czebreszuk shows
the spread of amber over a wide region in the 3™
millennium BC as a proof that Southern Scandina-
via entered the long distance world trade network
during this period (Czebreszuk, 2007: 365). He
suggests that these northwestern traders reached
Black Sea by passing from the upper regions of
the Vistula river to the Boh river in the Carpathian
basin (Czebreszuk, 2007: 368).
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Kuzey-Bat1 yoniinde gelismemis, Dogu’ya dogru
da erisim s6z konusu olmustur. Noel Gale Tro-
ya’da bulunan bakir ve tung izotoplarindan Troya
IIg’ye (MO 3. bin sonlar1) ait metallerin kesinlikle
Anadolu veya Akdeniz Bolgesi kaynakli olmadi-
gin1 sdylerken, 6nemli bakir yataklarina sahip olan
Istranca Daglari’'nin da s6z konusu olmadiginin
altin1 ¢izmekte ve Orta Asya ile ilgili olabilecegini
onermektedir (Gale, 2008: 208). Troya’nin bulun-
dugu bolgeye genel bir bakigla Massimo Cultrato
Kuzey Ege’nin Giiney Kafkaslar’la olan iligkile-
rini inceledigi makalesinde, Erken Tung Cagi’nda
Kuzey Ege’de disaridan geldigi diisiiniilen metal-
lerde yeni yontemler ve teknolojiler uygulanmaya
basladigini belirtmektedir. Bunlara 6rnek olarak,
tasla parlatilmig ¢ekig-baltalar1 ve Limni Adasi’n-
daki Poliochni yerlesimi, 605 no’lu megaronda
ortaya ¢ikan kil kaliba dokiilmiis sap delikli metal
baltay1 gostermektedir (Cultrato, 2016: 50). Bir
baska 6nemli buluntu grubu ise, Giiney Kafkas-
ya kokenli Karaz Kiiltiiriine ait ¢ift spiralli bakir
ignelerdir. Bu igneler MO 4. bin sonlarindan MO
3. bine kadar Tuna Nehri’nin Karadeniz’e yakin
bolgelerinde, giinlimiiz Bulgaristan’inin dogusun-
da, Bat1 Anadolu, Kuzey Ege ve Yukari Firat bol-
gesinde genis bir yayilima sahiptirler. Yukar1 Firat
bolgesine kara yoluyla tasinmig olmalart mantikli
dururken, diger bolgelere sevk edilmelerinde Ka-
radeniz’in kullanilmis oldugunu diisiinmek ¢ok
daha akla yakin gelmektedir (Cultrato, 2016: 52).
Son olarak da Tun¢ Cagi’nin en stratejik metali
olan kalay Troya’da ve en yakininda bulunan Lim-
ni ve Midilli Adalari’nda ilk kez ortaya ¢ikmistir
(Cultrato, 2016: 53). Yakin cografyada kalaymn he-
niiz bulunmus bir kaynag: yoktur. MO 3. binlerde
Almanya’daki kalay yataklarinin kullanilmadig:
da bilinmektedir. Geriye bir tek Afganistan Dagla-
ri’ndaki bilinen yataklar kalmaktadir. Bu metalin
ilk dnce Anadolu’nun kuzey bati ucunda ortaya
¢ikmig olmasi Mezopotamya yolu ile Anadolu
icinden yapilmis olabilecek bir tagimanin pek de
miimkiin olmayacag: diisiincesini dogurmaktadir.!
Kalay madeni Karadeniz’in giiney sahillerini ta-
kip ederek Troya ve Kuzey Dogu Ege adalarina
ulagmig olmalidir. Bu diisiinceyi destekleyebile-
cek sekilde Bertille Lyonnet, Oxus (Amu Derya)
Uygarliginin yiikselmesinin ve gelismesinin ana

1 Ayni dénemde Alaca Hoyiik, Alisar ve Ahlathibel’de de kalayh
tung bulunmaktadir, ancak bu yerlesimler gérece Anadolu’nun kuze-
yinde kalip, Giineydogu’dan Troya’ya gizilecek bir kervan rotasmdan
uzak diigebilmektedirler. Bkz. Stos Gale, ve dig., 1984: 28.

In their article, Johan Ling and Zofia Stos Gale
say that the lead isotopes of five pieces of copper
material found in Scandinavia are fully compat-
ible with Cyprus as a source and they are unlike
any source in available at the time north western
Europe (Ling - Stos Gale, 2015: 195).

The route they drew for the copper to come from
Cyprus is that it reached the mouth of the Danube
by sea, went through the river to Northern Germa-
ny or Poland and was transported to Scandinavia
over the Baltic Sea. They add that the Scandina-
vian metalworking tradition around 1,600 BC was
highly influenced by the Carpathian basin, which
is located between southern Scandinavia and
Black Sea. It seems that this is another evidence
for the above mentioned, theorized trade route.

Black Sea’s relationship with distant lands had not
only developed in the north-west direction, but
there has been access to the east as well. Noel Gale
says that the isotope analyses of copper and bronze
found in Troy Ilg (late 3™ millennium BC) shows
that these metals are definitely not from Anatolia
or the Mediterranean region, he underlines that the
Strandja Mountains, which have important copper
deposits, are not in question either. He suggests
the metals should be from western side of central
Asia (Gale, 2008: 208).

With an overview of the region where Troy is lo-
cated, Massimo Cultrato examines the relations of
the North Aegean with the south Caucasus, that
not only the metals, but also new methods and
technologies that are thought to have come from
outside in the Early Bronze Age, began to be ap-
plied in the North Aegean, and their origins were
most possibly southern Caucasus. Examples of
these are stone polished hammer-axes, and a metal
axe cast in a clay mould with a handle hole, which
appeared in the Megaron 605 from the settlement
of Poliochni on the island of Lemnos (Cultrato,
2016: 50). Another important group of finds is the
double spiral copper needles from Kura-Araxes
culture of South Caucasus. These needles had a
wide distribution from the end of the 4" millenni-
um BC until the 3™ millennium BC in the regions
of the Lower Danube, eastern part of Bulgaria, in
the Western Anatolia, North Aegean and Upper
Euphrates regions. While it seems logical that they
were transported to the Upper Euphrates region by
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etmeninin Bat1 Asya kiiltiirlerine yapilan kalay ih-
racati oldugunu iddia etmektedir (Luneau, 2015:
173).

Alimova, Rtveladze ve Abdurasulov Orta As-
ya’dan Amu Derya Nehri sayesinde Avrupa’ya
dogrudan giden bir yol 6nermektedirler (Alimova,
ve dig., 209: 2). Ozbekistan’daki arkeolojik ka-
lintilar hem tarih oncesi hem de tarihi ¢aglar i¢in
onerilen bu ticaret yolunun varligini dogrular nite-
liktedir. Cesitli sekillerde betimlenmis tekneler bu
bélgede bulunmuslardir. Ornegin Tung Cagi’na ait
tek direkli bir tekne betimi Nukus bolgesinde ele
gecmigtir. (Alimova, ve dig., 2009: 5)

Karadeniz’den doguya dogru gidildiginde Batum
yakinlarindaki Phasis Nehri takip edilerek Kafkas
Daglan giineyindeki algak yaylalara ulagilmakta-
dir. Plinius’a gore, bes glinliik bir yiirliyiisle Ha-
zar Denizi’ne dokiilen Kura Nehri’ne gelinmekte,
Hazar Denizi batidan doguya gegilip Uzboy Nehri
ile Sarikamis ¢okiintii havzasina, oradan da Amu
Derya ile Afganistan Daglari’nin i¢lerine gidile-
bilmektedir. Plinius daha da ileri giderek, Cinli
tacirlerin bu anilan son noktaya mallarini dogudan
getirip sattiklarmi da aktarmaktadir (Alimova, ve
dig., 2009: 4).

SONUC

Karadan yapilan tagimaciligin ¢ok pahali, yavas
ve riskli oldugu tarih 6ncesi zamanlarda barajlarla
kesilmemis, diizgiin akigli nehirler iizerinden ya-
pilan ticaret ve sevkiyatlar elimizdeki kanitlara
gore binlerce kilometre uzaklara erisebilmistir. Bu
donemlerde Karadeniz ¢ok biiyiik bir rol iistlen-
mis ve sadece mal aligverisini degil ¢ok uzak top-
lumlar arasinda kiiltiirel etkilesimlere de aracilik
etmigtir. Hem dogu hem de batidan Karadeniz’e
ulagan ticaret ve kiiltiirel etkilesim hatlarinin Ege
Denizi’ne agilmis oldugu da yukarida verilen 6r-
nekler ve bulgularla ortaya konmus oldugu igin,
giiniimiiz Avcilar Ilgesi’nin tarihi anlamda cok
6nemli bir ticaret rotasmin ilizerinde ve tam da
kontrol eden bir noktada oldugu ¢ok acik goriil-
mektedir.

land, it is much more plausible to think that the
Black Sea was used to ship them to other regions
(Cultrato, 2016: 52). Finally, tin, the most strate-
gic metal of the Bronze Age, appeared for the first
time in Europe in Troy and in the nearest islands
of Lemnos and Lesbos (Cultrato, 2016: 53). There
is no source of tin found neither in Troad nor in the
neighboring territories yet. It is also known that
tin deposits in Germany were not used in the 3™
millennium BC. Only possible source, with our
current knowledge, remains in the mountains of
Afghanistan. The fact that this metal first appeared
in the northwest end of Anatolia gives rise to the
thought that a transport that could have been made
through Mesopotamia through Anatolia would not
be possible.! It is perfectly possible that tin met-
al reached Troy and the northeast of Aegean Sea
by a sea lane following the southern coast of the
Black Sea. In support of this idea, Bertille Lyonnet
argues that the main factor in the rise and devel-
opment of the Oxus (Amu Darya) Civilization of
the western part of the Central Asia was the ex-
port of tin to the cultures of West Asia (Luneau,
2015: 173). Alimova, Rtveladze and Abdurasulov
propose a direct route from Central Asia to Europe
via Amu Darya river (Alimova, et al., 2009: 2).
The archaeological remains in Uzbekistan con-
firm the existence of this trade route, which was
proposed for both prehistoric and historical ages.
Boats depicted in various shapes have been found
in this region. For example, a depiction of a single
masted boat from the Bronze Age was found in the
Nukus region (Alimova, et al,. 2009: 5).

In order to figure out how such a trade road was
heading eastward, till Afghanistan, one had to fol-
low the southern coast of Black Sea to reach the
town of Phasis in Antiquity, a place not far from
Batumi of Georgia. A river with the same name
of Phasis was navigable till the low plateaus in
the south of Caucasian mountains. From where
the navigation ends, according to Pliny, with
a five-day walk, one could reach the Kura river
flowing into the Caspian Sea. It was possible to
cross Caspian Sea from west to east, and reach the
Sartkamig depression basin following the Uzboy
river, and from there to the Amu Derya and final-

1  In the same period, tin bronze was also found in Alaca Hoyiik,
Alisar and Ahlatlibel, but these settlements remained relatively in the
north of Anatolia and could be far from a caravan route to be drawn
from the South East to Troy. See also: Stos Gale, et al., 1984: 28.
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ly to the lower hills of the Afghanistan mountains
(Alimova, et al., 2009: 4).

CONCLUSION

In prehistoric times when land transport was lim-
ited in capacity, very expensive, slow and risky,
trade and shipments over smooth flowing rivers
that were not cut by dams could reach thousands
of kilometers away according to the evidence we
have. During these periods, Black Sea played

a very important role and mediated not only the
exchange of goods but also cultural interactions
between distant societies. As it has been demon-
strated by the examples and findings above that
the trade and cultural interaction lines reaching the
Black Sea from both the east and the west had also
access to the Aegean Sea. Thus, it is clear that in
prehistoric millennia, Avcilar’s region was situat-
ed on a very important trade route.
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Sek. 1: Bathonea kazilarinda giin yiiziine ¢ikartilmis, denize dogru insa edilmis liman tesislerin-
den birisi (Fotograf: H. Aydingiin)

Fig. 1: One of the port facilities built towards the sea, unearthed during the Bathonea excavations
(Photograph: H. Aydingiin)
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Sek. 2: Istanbul Bogazi’ndaki akint1 ve ters akintilar (Ullyott ve Ilgaz, 1946: 45°den adapte edilmistir. Cizim: H. Aydingiin)
Fig. 2: The currents and the counter currents of Bosporus (Drawing: H. Aydingiin after Ullyott - Ilgaz, 1946: 45)



Avcllar'in Karadeniz ile Ege Arasindaki Tarihi Ticaret Yolu Uzerindeki Konumunun Onemi
The Importance of Avcilar’s Location in the Historic Trade Route Between Black Sea and Aegean 61

Sek. 3: MO 13. yiizy1lda Uluburun’da batan ticaret teknesinin 360 Derece Tarih Arastirmalar1 Dernegi tarafindan
yapilmus replikasi (Fotograf: 360 Derece Tarih Aragtirmalar1 Dernegi)

Fig. 3: Replica of the Merchant ship that sank in Uluburun in the 13™ century BC, made by the 360 Degree Historical
Studies Association (Photograph: Foundation of 360 Derece Tarih Aragtirmalart)
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Sek. 4: Tung Cagi boyunca Ege - Karadeniz baglantisini saglayan ticaret yolu (Cizim: H. Aydingiin)
Fig. 4: The trade route connecting Aegean to Black Sea during the Bronze Age (Drawing: H. Aydingiin)
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Sek. 5: Marmara’dan Karadeniz’e gegis (Google Earth, Cizim: H. Aydingiin)
Fig. 5: The passage from Marmara to Black Sea (after Google Earth, Drawing: H. Aydingiin)



