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2021 yilinda aramizdan ayrilan,

engin tarih bilgisi ile bizlere 151k tutarak
Bathonea kazilarinda ¢ok katkisi bulunan
Sayin Hakan Murat Akin’a
saygilarimizla...

In honor of Hakan Murat Akin (R.I.P.
in 2021), who had made enormous
contributions to the Bathonea excavations

with his vast historical knowledge...
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Degerli Okuyucular,

Elinizdeki bu eser, yasadigimiz topraklarin tarihsel
degerinin, bilim insanlarimizin 6zverili ¢aligmala-
riyla ortaya ¢ikan kadim mirasinin anlatildig: bir
sempozyumun anlatis1. Istanbul ve Tiirkiye icin
cok onemli tarihi kesiflerin yapildigi Bathonea
antik kentindeki kazi ¢alismalarinda ¢ikan bul-
gulardan, kentimizdeki donemin liman g¢alisma-
lartyla ilgili arkeolojik raporlara; Kiigiikgekmece
g0l havzasinda yer alan erken donem Hiristiyan
bazilikalarindan, Firuzkdy’deki Osmanli eserle-
rinin dokiimantasyonuna kadar bir¢ok degerli ve
essiz bilgiyi bu kitapta bulacaksiniz. Sempozyum-
da paylasilan biitiin degerli bulgular, bu bdlgenin
sadece tarihi degeri agisindan degil, ayn1 zamanda
Istanbul’un tarih turizmi igin de miithis bir firsata
sahip olduguna dikkat ¢ekiyor.

Diinyanin en degerli ilgelerinden birinin belediye
bagkani olarak; sadece bugiine ve yarina odaklan-
manin, bir kenti gelistirmek agisindan ne kadar
yetersiz kalacaginin farkindayim. Bu ve benzeri
sempozyumlarla beraber kentimizin tarihini hep
beraber 6grenip bilim insanlarimizin ¢aligmalari
1s181nda gelecegimize 11k tutmak istiyoruz.

Diinyanin hizla evrildigi, teknolojinin hayal diin-
yamizin siirlarini zorladig: bir dénemden gegiyo-

*  Avcilar Belediye Baskani

Onso6z
Foreword

Turan HANCERLi*

Dear readers,

This artifact in your hand is a symposium narra-
tion telling the tale of ancient legacy which is the
product of the historical value of the land we live
on, revealed by the devoted studies of scientists.
You will find much precious and unique informa-
tion in this book from findings of the excavations
in the ancient city of Bathonea where many sig-
nificant discoveries for Istanbul and Turkey have
been made and archaeological reports about the
port studies of the era in our city to early Christian
basilicas around the Kii¢iikcekmece lake basin
and the documentation of Ottoman artifacts. All
the valuable findings shared in the symposium
point to the fact that the area is an excellent oppor-
tunity not only in terms of its historical value, but
also for the historical tourism in Istanbul.

As the mayor of one of the most valuable urbans
in the world, T am very well awared how insuffi-
cient focusing only on today and the future shall
be for the development of a city. With this and
similar symposiums, we want to learn the history
of our city together and shed light on our future in
the light of the work of our scientists.

We are going through a period where the world
is rapidly evolving and the technology is pushing

*  Mayor of Avcilar



ruz. Diinyaya ekolojik agidan verilen zarar, artik
giinliik hayatta fark edilir bir diizeyde. Denizleri-
miz, topraklarimiz, havamiz hizla kirleniyor: yi-
yeceklerimizin tadi degisiyor, iklimlerimiz artik
cocuklugumuzda hatirladigimizdan ¢ok farkli.
Savaglar, ¢atigmalar, kiyimlar acimasizca devam
ediyor. Ben ve ekip arkadaslarim inaniyoruz ki
tim bu sikintilar1 ortadan kaldirmanin en 6nemli
adimlarindan biri; tarih boyunca yasananlart bir
deneyim olarak icsellestirip gelecegi bu bilingle
sekillendirmek.

Avcilar Belediyesi olarak, hem tarihin hem de
Bathonea Antik Kenti’nin bize isaret ettiklerini
rehber edinerek, tlizerinde yasadigimiz topraklari-
nin degerini yiikseltmek; her zaman birinci 6nce-
ligimiz olacak. Bu vesileyle sempozyuma degerli
caligmalariyla katilan biitiin bilim insanlarimiza
miitesekkiriz. Tyi ki varsiniz.

the limits of our imagination. The ecological dam-
age inflicted on the earth reached to a level where
it affects our daily lives. Our seas, lands and air
are rapidly being polluted; the taste of our food is
changing; the climate is much different from what
we remember as kids. Relentless wars, conflicts
and slaughters are continuing. [ and my teammates
believe that one of the most important steps to be
taken resolve these challenges is internalizing the
events that occurred along the history as an experi-
ence and shape the future with this consciousness.

As Avcilar Municipality, it will be our highest pri-
ority to raise the value of the land we live on by
considering what history and Bathonea Ancient
City shows us as our guide. On this wise, we are
grateful to all the scientists who contributed to this
symposium with their valuable studies. You are
appreciated.



